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At the present time the Couucil do mot pay
that attention to these thorowghfares that
they should do; they show a diserimination
against ronds and footpaths in front of pub-
li¢ buildings, and the road in front of Par-
liament House might be instanced.  The
road is absolutely dangerous. Only the other
day I saw a horse attached to o dray laden
with sand going down that street, and it
was as much ag the driver could do to pre-
vent an accident happening. It is fairly
well known that the reason why these roads
are neglected is because rates arc not paid
on publiec buildings. The proposed new
elause is merely a saving clause and pro-
vides that there shall be no discrimination.

Progress reported.

House odjourned at 6 pom.

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 1ith November, 1950,

) P
Cheestions @ State Sawmills, cost of jarrah, (1) ot
Holyoake and Wumm!ng, (2) ot Ballway

Milis ... 1573

Dredging, Fremnntle 1573
Wyndham Meat Works, cupucnty o 1673
Base mctals industry, cancellod lenses 1578
Tron deposits, Yowmpl Sound .. ™ 1674
Bills: Navigation Act Amendment, 1H. 1674
Factories and Shops, Com. ... . 1574
Nurses Istmﬁlon recelved . 1607
Anununl Estlm Business Underbnklngs 1578
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

r.am, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE SAWMILLS,
(OST OF JARRAH.

At Holyoake and Wureming.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Works: What is the cost per load of pro-
duting suwn jarrah at the State Saw Mills at
Holyouke and Wuraming?

The MINI[STER FOR WORKS replied:
On the ground of public policy the Govern-
ment feel that they must deecline to reply to
this nuestion.

At Railway Mills.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What is the cost per load of produe-
ing sawn jarrah at the Railway Miils at
Dwellingup?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: On the ground of public policy, the
Government feel that they must decline to
reply to this question.

QUESTION — DREDGING, FREMANTLE.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Ts he aware that representa-
tions are being made to the Commonwealth
Government by the Government of Tasmania
for the loan of the large dredge now in use
at Coekburn Sound Naval Base, for the
dredging of rock in the Tasmanian harbours?
2, If the dredge is suitable for dredging hard

rock in Tasmania, why is it not suitable for

dredging the limestone rock in Fremantle
Harbour?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied: |
1, No. 2, After the previous reply had been
given to the hon. member further informa-
tion was received, and as 2 resnlt of eon-
sideration by the Engineer-in-Chief, negotia-
tions have been opened up between the Pub-
lic Works Department and the Common-
wealth Government with the objeet of ascer-
taining what, if any, arrangement can be
made by which the dredge may be available
for use in the Fremantle Harbour.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS, CAPACITY.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN asked the Honorary
Minister:  What is the total number of
cattle that can be dealt with annually by the
Wyndham I'reezing and Canning Works when
in full work and with cattle available for
slaughter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Honorary Minister) replied: Assuming that
shipping is available, and when the ad-
ditional storage is provided, the capacity of
the Wyndham Meat Works will be 30,000 to
40,000 head of cattle during a season of
25 weeks. The number dealt with in 1919
was 9,281, and in 1920, 18,870, the thortage
being due to lack of refrigerated shipping
and  insufliciency eof storage accommoda-
tion.

QUESTION—BASE METALS INDUS-
TRY, CANCELLED LEASES.

Me. DUFF asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Has a list of all cancelled base metal
mineral leases in the State—similar to that
compiled in respeet of cancelled gold mining
leases—ever been prepared and printed in
pamphiet or book form for free distribution
for public information? 2, If not, will he, in
view of the many inquiries now coming
through from DLuropean and American
sources regarding our base metals, give im-
mediate instructions that such information
be compiled for the guidance of prospeetors,
investors, and others?

The M[NISTLR FOR MINES replied :
1, No. 2, Yes, although it must be under-



1574

stood that the list will not contain a number
of the unworked mines at Northampton and
other places where private land is not sub-
jec to the provisions of the Mining Act.

QUESTION—IRON DEPOSITS,
YAMPI SOUND.

Mr, ANGLELO asked the Minister for
Mines:  Have any steps been taken by
either the Federal or the State (iovernnmient
to conserve some of the wealth of iron de-
posits at Yampi Sound for the benefit of the
Cemmonwealth and of Western Australia?

The MINISTER POR MTNES replied :
By request [ instructed the State Mining
Enginer to report on the iron deposits at
Yampi Sound, Cockatoo Island and Koolan
Island, and the report was reccived by me
on the 22nd January last, and early in Feb-
ruary | approved of the temporary reserve
of all the land not then held as a mineral
lease until further uotice. Since that date
the Queensland Government have purchased
a mincral teare on Cockatoe lsland, said to
contain approximately 20,000,000 tons above
sei level, and the Federal Government hold
an option over the leases on Koolan Island,
aaid to contain approximately 76,000,000
tons above sea level, of high grade iron ore.
Negotiations are proceeding with the l'ed-
eral (lovernment, who desire the State to co-
operate in the maintenanee of the deposits
on the latter island, to keep them available
for Aunstralian wse, and to prevent a combina-
tion or monopoly obtaining centrel of what
arc said to be the largest high grade jron ore
deposits in the werld, ’

BILL—NAVIGATION ACUT
AMENDMENT.

ntroaduced by the Coleninl Sceretary, and
rewtl a firat time,

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS,
In Committec.

Resumed from the 9th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair, the Minister for Mines
in charge of the Bil,

Clause 3106—Closing time for certain ex-
empted shops {partly considered):

Mre, ROCKIE: §f this clanse is passed as
printed, will that cireumstanee cxelude the
possihility of inserting  aony  other clause
dealing with exempteld shops?

The CITAIRMAN: Tf a proposed new
elause clashes with any elanse now in the
BRill, =ueh new clanse will he exeluded from
censiderntion,

Mr, ROUKE: My desire
Clnuge 107 hy including in it tobacconists
shops.  Tobacconists’ shops are included in
the Fourth Sechedule

is to amend

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHALRMAN: If the Committes, a'ter
puassing this clanse, decided to amend Clause
17, then it wounld be necessary to recoumit
the Bill for the purpose of further consider-
ing Clause 106.

Clause put aud pasgsed.
Ulause 107—Hairdresscers’ assistants:

Mr. ROCKE: T move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘shops,’’ line 1,
there be inserted ‘‘and  tobacconists’
shops. '’

Tobacconists themselves have informed me
that they are not desirous of keeping their
business premises open after € p.m, or G.30.
The principle of closing at 6 p.m. is alrcady
established: @ man has to get his food, his
clothing, and his medicine before 6 or 6.30
pan.; and he should be able te get his to-
haceo hefore that time.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: What caused the
seleet commnittee to decide upon a recom-
mendation that tobaceonists’ shops should
be allowed to keep open until cight cvery
night of the week was largely the evidence
presented to the committee by the legitimate
tobneeonists in the trade, Under the exist-
ing Act they can keep open to almost any
hour they like. They do, in faet, keep open
until 10 or 11 pam.; but they themselves
desire some more effective control.  They
represented to the seleet' eommittee that the
nnfair competition encountered hy the legi-
timate tohaeconists was sueh, that they found
it nlmest impossible to earry on. T under-
stand there are only about half & dozen
genuine tobacconists® shops in Perth; that
is, shops where haindressing is not earried on
i conjunetion with the sale of tobaceo. The
request was made that tobacconists should
be licensed; and it was pointed out that a
fairly large revenmie woulid "come in if a £5
license fee were imposed on tobaceonists not
only in Porth but also in the country towns,
The witnessea pointed ocut that Greek eafé
proprietors and small shops in the suburbs
sold tobacco and cigarcttes during honrs
when the regular tobacconists were closed.
The select committee decided not to recon-
mend o license fee, bevituse the effeet of
that might be to inerease the price of the
commodity, but to take awny the late naight
and to allow the tohmeconists to carry on
until & o'clock every evening. We were
putded in that respect hy the circomstance
that there is no possibility of controlling
the competitors of the genuine tobacconists.
As vegards small shops, in them there ean
be sold after ordinary trading hours only
such goods -as are appropriate to the par-
tieular trade, A greongrocer’s shop, for
example, would not be permitted to sell to-
tohacco. However, hotels e¢annot be con-
trolled as regards the selling of tobacvo,
vigars, and cigarettes. If a provision
were inserted in the Bill that hotels must
not sell cigars or cigarettes, then there woull
h¢ no objection to the closing of tobaccon-
ists? shops nt G pa.  The select committee
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thought that if o person took a cigar in a
hotel instead of n drink, the cigar might
not do him as much harm as the drink would.
A tobacconist of my acquaintance has told
me that he will be satisfied to elose at 8
p.n.,, heeause that gives the hotels only an
wir to sell tobacee goods after he has elosed.

Mr. Money: Very fow hotels sell tobaceo,
though.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: But hotels dlo a lavge
trade in cigars and cigarettes. 'The argu.
ment of the tobacconists 1 have gpoken to is
that if we compel them to elose at 6 o’clock,
their hotel competitors will have three addi-
fional hours in which to trade in tobacco
and cigars, The propesal in the Bill is a
fair ecompromise.

Mr. PICKERING: | oppose the amend-
ment, The argument addueed by the memher

for Forrest is very sound.

Mr. ROCKE: L am informed that the
tobaceonistzs who desire to keep open until
3 o’¢lock are principally those who have, in
eonnection with their business, gauming shops
where hetting is carried on, and that the
men who trade solely as tobacconists prefer
to close at 6 o’'elock,

The Minister for Mines: They had plenty
of opportunity for giving evidence before
the seleet eommittee.

Mr. ROCKE: Several of them have made
representations to me,

Mr, Lutey: Why did not they go before
the eommittee?

Mr. ROCK)E: Perhaps they did.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 108 to 1l7—ngreed to.
Clanuse 118—Overtime to he paid:

Hon, P, COLLIER: Subelanse (2) pro-
vides that only these emplovees who reside
more than a mile from the factory shall be
supplied with a meal or, alternatively, with
a eash allowance when working overtime. A
similar provision in an ocarlier elause was
struck out. To bring this into line T move an
amendment—

That all words after ‘‘employed’™ in
line 2, to the end of line 3, he struek out,
Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as

amended, agreed to,

Clauses 119 to 121-—agreed to.

Clange 122—Timitation of hourz of em-
plovment of women and yonng persons:

Hon, P. COLLTER: 1 move an amead-
meng—

That in line 3 of Subclause (1) *‘fifty-
two’' he struck ont and * Forty-ehrht'’ in.
sertedl in liew,

For many years, in practically every variety
of oceupation in this State has the 48-hour
weck been recognised. Tt may be argued that
the cirecumstances surrounding employment in
shops nceessitate the employces being cmn-

1575
played for o longer period than 48 hours in
a week. But the same argument could be ad-
vanced against nearly all the provisions of
the Bill, which largely seeks to improve the
conditions of shop assistants and others cm-
1Moyed in factories.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: I see no
chjection to the amendment, so long as the
late shopping night remains abolished, With-
out the late night the hours work out at about
418 por week,

Amendment put and passed.

lion. P, COLLIER: In order to prescrve
the principle, vecognised in the Bill, that
women and younyg persons shall work four
hours per week fewer than adult men, I move
an amendment—

That in line § of Subelause (1) *‘forty-
eight’’ he struck out and ¢ forty-four’' in-
serted in lieu,

This principle is recognised in the railway
award, and therefore we might well recognise
it here,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It must
Lo remembered that the provisions of the
clauge will apply abmost exclusively to smaller
towns, where no agreement or award exists.
I a small country town, where there are so
many opportunities for resting, it might not
be any great hardship if a woman or young
person were ealled npon to work 48 hours
weckly. | agree that, pencrally speaking,
women and young persons ought not to work
the same hours as adult men. I understand
that even in the metropolitan aren, before
there was an award or an agreciment, in al-
most all the larger shops the women and
young persons were brought to work much
inter in the morning that were the men.

Mr. PICKERING: I have consuited some
of the business people in my town, and so
far as 1 could gather T found they were satis-
fied with the provisions of the clause.

Amendment put and uegatived; the clause,
as previonsly amended, agreed to.

Clavse 123--Seating nceommodation to be
provided for female nssistants:

Mr. LAMPEY: The clanse contains a provi-
sion that there shall he one seat for every
three employees.  During o slack period most
of the assistants may desire to take the avail-
able seats, What would lappen in such a
case’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That diffi-
eulty would he easily overcome. ‘The man
vounld sit on fhe chair and he eould take one
assigtnnt on each knee.

{Tuge put and passed,
Clanses 124 to 157—agreed to.
Sehedules 1 o d=-agreed to.
Fourth Sehednle:

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: T notice that clubs
are exempted. Menls and aecommodation are
provided at clubs, and T do not see why those
institutions should not be included.
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The Minister for Mines: Registered elubs
nre included. You will see them mentioned
in the list.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but the places
nientioned in the schedule arc exempt. Tf [
had my way I would close up clubs altogether.

Hon. P. Collier: This sechedule only refers
to the closing time, and the premises men-
tioned ara exenipt from elosing at the same
time as other places.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: The mem-
her for North-East Premantle is confuging the
Bill with the Licensing Act. The question of
the liconsiug of elubs hag nothing to do with
the Bill. Tf the hon. member is against the
licensing of clubs and desires to have them
abolished he should take steps under the
Licensing Act, The schednle provides that
¢ertain shops, while they have to comply with
all the provisions that are laid down in the
Bill respecting employees and the conditions
of wark, are not compelled to close at the
sume time as other shops. Does the hon. mem-
ber sugmest that a club should not supply
meals after 6 o’clock?

Hon. W, (., Anrwin: But they are exempt,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
not exempt; the schedule merely exempts
them from closing at the same early hour ns
olher business premises, We cannot in a
incasure of this description permit the Arbi-
tration Court to make an award that the clubs
ghall closc ot 6 o'clock when the Licensing
Aet gives them definite permission to close
later, But they have to comply with an in-
dugtrinl award or an agreement just as any
other shop has te do.

HBchedule put and passed.
Schedules 5 to T—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Stubbs in the Chair,

Business undcrtakings:

Vote—Aborigines Cattle Station (Moola
Bulla), £8,013—ugreed to.

Vote—Albany cold stores, £400:

Hon. P, COLLEER: Thete i8 a great re-
duction in this votc over the previous year,
1 understand that the cold stores have becen
diamantled or closed down.

The Minister for Mines: We are extend-
ing them. They are at present leased and
a rental is being paid on them.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T want some informa-
tion or the peint. Have they mnot been
leased for the purpose of u butter faetory?
They arc not being used to-day for eold
gtorage purposcs.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, they are,
"The butter factory has been attached to
the eold astores, which have not been inter-
fered with.

Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Albany cold stores were opened in Febru-
ary, 1913, They have been consistently
losing on account of the lack of patrennge
on the purt of residents of the distriet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was not a Labour
party white elephunt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
people of Mt. Barker started cold stores a
little over two years ago, and practically
took away what little trade there was loft
in Albany. The cold stores have now been
leased as a butter factory and store, and
are paying a reantal of £400 a year, which
will relieve the CGovernment of any further
cosh less. The expenditure provided on
the Estimates is to cover the requirements
of the tenants and cffect certain repairs,

Heon. W. €. Angwin: What is the loss up
to date and what have the Government
provided DLy way of intcrest and deprecia-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
year these cold stores earned £773, which
cost £1,197 to carn. The loss was, there-
fore, £464. The interest and depreciation
for that year amounted to £1,950, and the
gioss loss was thercfore £2,414. The pay-
ments have been running on since 10413,

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: We were told thar
the Estimates had been carefully prepared,
and yet the fizures just given by the Min.
ister do not compare with the figures in the
Estimates showing an expenditare last year
of £1,071 and a revenue of £330,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
are the figures supplied to me. Why they
do not balunce with the Estimates I do not
know. T will inquire :nto the wmatter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Avondale and

£1,750—agreed to.
Vote—Butter faelories, £23,555:

Hou. 1. COLLIER: What progress has
heen made with the State butier factories?
Some two or three ycars ago the Govern-
ment launched out in this direetion, and
put forward what wus considered to he a
very compreliensive policy of assistance tn
butter factories. How long have these
Tactories heen established? Are they
operating to-day and where are they situ-
ated, and what has been the result in each
cuse?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Busselton bntter factorv was started as a
Government facltory in 1916. Tt had been
previously carried ou as a co-operative con-
cern, The cost was £3.616. and this has
sinee heen raised to £5,217. The output
chieh year sinee 1916 has inereased. Last
vear the purchases of hutter fat amounted
to 159,288 lbs. The reccipts to producers
of ihis butter fat were £13,560. From this
butter fat we produced 183,883 lba. of
butter. T do not know why Inore butter
was produced than butter fat was pnrchased.

Harvey Estates,
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The realisation on this butter was £15,880.
The Denmark faetory was started in 1912,

Hon. P. Collier: Has any of the money
which the Governmeni advanced on the
Busselton factory been repaid?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: L will
deal with that later. L think the Scaddan
(Government. started the' Denmark factory
with the lawdable object of assisting strug-
gling settlers. Lnst year the purchases
of butter fat were 27,804 Ibsa., und the sum
of £2,334 was paid to the producers. This
butter fat prodnced 32,087 Ibs. of huiter.
Apparently the butter at Denmark does
not expand to the same extent as the butter
uat Busselfon, These 32,087 Ibs, of butter
profuced £2,778, I have a table here show-
ing the capital, revenue, expendituve, de-
prociation and less on these faetorirs. Tt
seems that at Busselton for last year there
wns n loss of £92 and at Deomark £76,

a total of £168. The capital expendi-
ture at Busselton was £5217 and at
Denmark £591.  EKvery effort is being

mnde to sec that cconomy is practised, The
expeoditure this year will be inerepsed,
The reason for that is that higher rates
have had to be paid for butter fats and also
because supplies of butter fats are inereas-
ing, More people are goiug in for dairying;
they are getting better breeds of cows giv-
ing a greater supply of milk, and so more
money will have to ha provided to purchase
the butter fats The average price paid for
butter fats last year was 21.71d. per 1b. and
the npmber of persons supplying the fat
was 360,

Hon, P.
State?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, for
these two factories.

Hon. P. Collier: But there are other fac-
tories.

Mr. Money:
State factories.

Hon. P. Collier:
tive factories?

Mr, Pickering: That is the position.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I admit that the
Minister is at a disadvantage in dealing
with these Estimates ag he is not the Minis-
ter in charge of this department.  There
are many cxperts in this House, however, and
[ would suggest that they assist the Minister
to pive the Committee some information, In
the first place, I would like to know why the
local butter eannot compete with the butter
from the BEastern States.

The Minister for Mines: In what way?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There must be a
reason, and [ want some of the experts here
to inform us what is the trouble. W find
that although butter is bringing a very high
price, not only has action been taken by the
Government to buy, up the Eastern States
butter here, but action has been taken, as
far as possible, to prohibit the use of mar-
garine.

Mr. Munsie: They have not got the Bill
through yet.

Collier: 1s that for the whole

There are only the twe

Are the others co-opera-
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The ALinister for Mines: You will not
have o chance of stopping it.

Hon, P. Collier: Why?

The Minister for Mines: Because it will
not go on, -

Hon., W. U, ANGWIN: 1 think the health
authorities contemplate taking action where-
by every dish of margarine in the restaur-
ants will be branded as such, so that it will
not enter into competition with butter made
in Western Australia. Tn the old country
they show that margavine is supplied by
stating the faet on the menu. We should
have smne cxplanation regarding this mat-
ter hecauge we find that the Government by
A guarantee ave assisting the Western Aua-
tralian Butter Faetories Association to pur-
chase 250 boxes at a landed cost of 2s. 744,
per lh. in order to assigt the local factories.
There is something wrong. How is it that a
person ean market imported butter here at
a cost of 23 TWd." wholesale and still
he in a position to compete with loeal
butter which is sold at 2s. 8d.¥ I
underatand that the local butter merchants
are always paid threc times as mueh for
comnission on the imported butter as they
get from the local butter factorics, despite
which the imported butter is still able to

compete with the local article. How can
thiz be?

Mr, Teesdale: Do you think they are mix-
ing it?

Mr. Money: The explanation is: Eastern
States trade domination,

Hon, W, (1, ANGWTN: T d¢ not think that
13 .80. .

My, Money: I am informed that the canse
avises from the trade domination in the
Eastern States.

Tlon. W, . ANGWIN: My information is
quite to the comtrary. I am told that the
difficulty is that the loeal people will not
grade their butter, and whether graded or
not it is put in at the one price.  One hox
is opened and rvetailed with the result that
the consumer is satiafied. The next box
opencd” is not good and the conmsumer does
not buy the commodity again.

Mr. Money: Tt is graded at the Bunbury
factory, and we took a prize at an exhibi-
tion in competition with Bastern States but-
ter.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T am not saying
anything against the butter itself, for what’
T have seen of it is very good, but the fact
remains that it cannot compete with the
butter from the FEastern States.

The Minigter for Mines: Tocal butter does
compete with that from the Fastern States.

Hen. W, C. ANGWIN: It does not. If it
were 80, why is there the necessity for the
Government to guarantee the purchase of
Eastern butter already in this State? Fur-
ther, if there is the necessity for the guar-
antee, is there an additional guarantes that
more Eastern States butter will not he
brought into Western Australia to compete
with the loeal artiele so that the Govern-
ment may he asked to give vet another
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guarantee in order that the _fresh supplies
may be purchased,

The Minister for Works: People are not
s elever as that, are they?

Hon. W, (. ANG:\VIN: Of course not.
There are & few members in this House,
however, who can bring pressure wpon the
iovernment. We had a cirenlar read out
some time age which proved that and there
is nothing to show that that pressure may
not be again brought to bear upon the Gov-
ernment. We have just had the information
that the Governmeut’s guarantee was to
purehase 250 boxes at landed cost.

The Minister for Mines: Where did they
purchage it?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: The question was
asked in another place yesterday and the
Minister who answered the question shouid
know something about it. Mr. Duffell asked
the Minister for Fdueation whether the
Government had acquired the whole or any
part of the butter imported from the East-
ern States, and, if a0, on what terms ag re-
wards quantity and price. The Minister re-
plied in the negative, but added that the
Government by guarantee had assisted the
Committee of the Western Australian But-
ter Factories Association fto puarchase 250
hoxes at the landed coat, namely, 25, 714d.
per 1b., the reason being to assist the loeal
hntter factories in marketing their produce.

Mr. Munsie: How can that action assist
the loeal hutter factories?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: T cannot say.
Rurely the Government do not iutend to bury
it. While T have been a memher of Par-
linment, T have known of many guarantees
given by Government and T know that the
State always ““drops in.’’

The Minister for Mines:
it off the market at all,

Hon, W. €, ANGWIXN: T am asking for
information as to what they arc deing with
it.

The Minister for Mines: [ would not like
to make a wager with yon as to whether you
know the reason or not,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
timates we are dealing with refer to the
Bunbury amd Dunsselton factories but the
others are co-operative factories. The moneys
given to co-operative factories are by way
“of loan and have to be repaid.

IHon, W, C. Angwin: That has always been
tha practice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: | recognise that the
Minister for Works, not being in charge of
the administration of this department, is not
in poasession of a full knowledge of matters
vnder diseussion. The whole question of the
pl‘m]mtlou of hutter in this State and the
price at which it is pnt on the market, is of
importance to the consuming publie. T would
fike to have some fuller information regard-
ing the position. Tt scems to me that among
the members of the Butter Factories Asso-
eiation or among some others—I do not know
who—a ring cxists,

They do not take

The Es-

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines:
there is not o ring.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It appears that there
is a ring for the purpose of nhtnmng what
might be regarded ns excessive prices. 1
wm gubject to correction, of course, but it
would appear that something of that nature
exists. | think that the Prices Regulation
Commission—L am suhjeet to ecorreetion
again—at the request of, or perhaps under
the influence of, this association or the butter
producers of the State, fixed the prico of
butter at 2s. 8d. per th. at a time when but-
ter was bringing 2s. 114. per 1b. in the East-
cern States. The price of 2s Sd. was fixed
deliberately. When the priee here was fixed
a#f a lower rate than that obtaining in the
Eustern States, naturally shippera ceased to
seud butter here. The Commission deliber-
ately fixed that priee in order to shut out
Fastern States butter and to make our mar-
ket available for the local produce.

Mr, Pilkington: it was reduced from 2.
11d. to s, 8d. for that speeific purpose.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. While butter
was bringing more than 28 8d. in the Eaat-
ern States the price here was reduced to
2s. 8d., beeanse it was known that butter
would not be imported at that priee. Hav.
ing by that method reduced the price of
butter to 2s. 8d., and practically shut out
all importations of butter, produeers here
had a monopoly of the local market, and took
advantage of it to bring the price of their
produce to 2s, id. That was not fair.

Mr. Davies: What was the price of local
butter previously?

Mr. Pilkington: T think it was fixed at 2s.
11d. for all butter, bnt Iocal butter was being
sold for less.

Mr, Davies: Then the people would have
to take local butter, or do without butter?

Houn, P. COLLIER: Probably people had
been giving preference to the imported buot-
ter, but they now have no choice. They have
to take the loeal butter and pay the price
fixed, or eat wargarive. The question ia
whether the price fixed for local butter is
not a profitcering price. I do not think the
Government were justified in going to the
assistance of factories hy advancing loans
to enable them to establish factories——

The Minister for Works: It is more im-
portant te keep the farmers going.

Hon, P, ("OLLIER: No onc wishes to pre-
vent the farmers from keeping going, but if
the State pzoes to the assistance of the butter
producer and he is producing, by Teason of
that State assistance, commodities to an ex-
tent which he could not do without such
assistance, the people of the State are em-
titled to some consideration with regard to
the price they are ealled upon to pay.

Mr, Pilkington: The power to fix prices
was never given for the porpose of exeluding
commodities,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Tt is an
abuse of the powers conferred under the
Prices Regulation Aet to fix prices which

I ¢ah assure you
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will shut out all competition, 1 feel sure
that the Commission, would not have exer-
ciged sueh powers had not pressure been
brought to bear upon them, If I am com-
pelled to purchase locally produced Dbutter,
cven though I am prepared to pay 2s, 114,
for imported butter, I am entitled to con-
sideration with regard to the pricc I am
enlled upon to pay for the loeal article. It
gseema to me that the price of 2s. 7d. is ex-
cesgive. Producers in the Eastern States are
able to command the high price of 23. 10d.
or 2a. 11d.—probably that is London parity
on aceount of the searcity of butter in Tng-
land-—-but considering that o¢ur producers
were enabled to carry on by the aid of the
Giovernment, the large Dbody of eounsumers
should be protected and should mot have to
pay more than a reansonable price. Will
the Minister say that 2s. 7d. is not an ex-
cossive price?

The Minister for Mines: It depends on the
conditions,

Ton. T'. COLLIER: But the price of 2s.
7d. per Ih, for local butter has not been
fixed by the Commission on the basis of the
cost of produetion. It has merely been fixed
fairly high in order to cxclude all compe-
tition. There is a very general opinion
abroad that the people are not permitted to
obtain imported butter, and are being called
upon to pay wmore than a fair price for the
loeal articte, T do not say that produeery of
hutter should mot obtain a fair profit over
and ahove the cost of production, but are
not we Dbeing ecalled upon io pay more
than a fair price? T hope the Minister will
be able to give us some information
Aceording to the Press the Government,
by guarantec, have assiste] the committee of
the West Australian Butter Factorics’ Asso-
viation to purebasc 260 hoxes of buotter at
landed cost, namely 2s. TWd. per b, the
reason being to assist the local hutter fae-
tories in marketing their product. What does
that mean? How will it assist loeal faetories
to market their product? Did the Govern-
ment buy 230 boxes of butter off the mar-
ket?

The Minister for Miues; The member for
ast Perth said it was nsed to grease the
wheels,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The member for East
Terth will require o lot of grease to earry
him through the troubles which will con-
front him in the pear future, but I do not
think that the member for Tast Perth made
that remark. Two hundred and fifty boxey
of bhutter have been purchased and, pre-
sumably, put into cold storage. How will
this assist the loeal producers?

Mr. Munsie: Who constitute the PRutter
Foctoriea' Association?

TIfon. >, €OLLIER: This informatjon iy
contained in the reply to a question given
by a Minister in another place,

The Minister for Works: I do not-think
it eam bhe right.

[67]
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Mr. Pilkington: And by she Mipister
who arranged the whole matter,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, not by the sub-
stitute Minister but by the Minister for
Agrieulture, whose business it is to Know
and who is au fait with all phases and all
the ramifieations of agriculture,

The Minister for Mines: Then you should
not question such an authority.

Heon, P, COLLIER: The meaning of his
teply is not quite elear.

Mr. Teesdale: You know why it was
tuken off the market—hbecause it i an im-
portant competitor and, the quicker it is
off the market, the quicker we will zell
our necumulation,

Hon. P. COLLIER: These 250 boxes of
butter were coming in and, in {the ordinary
course of trade. would enter tnto ecompeti-
tion with the local artiele. In order to
climinate that eompetition the (overnment
gave assistance to  this  combination.
Apparently the combination eonld not
fingnee it themselves, but with Government
aid they bought these 250 boxes of butter.

The Minister for Works: What does il
amount to? Only £1,000 or £1,200,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Quite enough for
the State, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparcutly it was
large enough to warrani these penple in
approaching the Government for the neees-
sary assistance,

The Minister for Works: It id an small
that T do not think it is eorrect!y reported.

Hon. . COLLIER: T am inclined
to doubt the knowledge of the Minister for
Agriculture.

The Minister for Works: 1
representation of his knowledgc.

Hon, P, COLLIFR: This statement iy
published in this morning’s  West Aus-
tralian,’’ The Government kept the 250
boxes of butter off the market, and it was
put into cold storage in order to cnable the
loeil butter to be marketed at 2s. 7. a ib.
This imported butter cost 2s. 73id. Mean-
while the loeal butter will he sold af 23, 34.
a 1b. YWhen the supply of Jocal butler is un
longer available, the Prices Regrunlation Com-
mission will conveniently raise the price of
butter to 2s. 11d. a lb,, and then these 250
boxes will be put on the market and sold to
the public at 2s. 11d. g 1b, Therefore, the
Butter Faclories’ Association will have a
double gain. They will have sueceeded in
shutting out the competition of imported
butter, and later on thoy will make a profit
on thig deal. For butter which was landed
at a cost of 23, TU4d. they will do doubt
eharge the consuming public 2s. 104, or
%3. 11d. per lb. Therefore, the Butiter
T‘actories’ Asgociation will gain in both

mean  the

ways., Js this the kind of assistance we
should reunder to butter factories?

The Miniater for Works: 'That is
business,

Hon, P. COLLIER : It might be very
good business from the point of view of the



1380

combinaticn, but what view will the con-
suming public take of it} What will the
average householder think of it

Mr, Pickering: There are not many com-
paints about it,

Hor, W. ", Angwin: This only came ont
to-day, .

Mr. O'Loghlen: A big percentage of the
prople are eating margarine,

Iton. P. COLLIER: T knew nothing of
this until 1 read the Minister’s reply in
this morning’s Press, and how can we ex.
peet the general public o know that the
Government assisted these people to pur-
chase 250 boxes of butter? In these times
the public are teo busy trying to scratch n
hving to be able to follow the ramifications
of profitcers and othcrs who are doing well
at their expense. 1{ [ am correet in the
assumption a8 to the nature of the assist-
ance get ont in the reply to this question,
1 question whether the Government were
justified in nsing their power, and in wi4ing
public funds to assist n combination to
eliminate competition, und at the same fime
make a profit at the expense of the con-
suming publie. It is not the funection of
the Government to do this sert of thing.
I should 'ike an explanation from the
Minister.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is in conflict with the
Federal Counstitution Act, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is in conflict with
my ideas of equity and fair dealing and
the rights of the general public. The Gov-
ernment stand in the position af agents or
the bhoard of directors for the general
publie. 1 am guite prepared to aceept the
I’ress report as being accurate,

The Minister for Works: The Press are
uot always aceurate. The other day they
put in the Legislative Conneil as the Legis.
lative Assembly.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That was only n mis-
print; they are accurate in this instance,
1 now have before me a copy of the Votes
and Proccedings of another place and the
figures are aceurate, i'an the Minister ex-
plain why the assistapes was given! Can
he expluin what was done with the 250
hoxes of Dutier hy those whe porehased
them? Where are they now, and what de
the purchasers propose to do wirh them?
We are entitled tn bave these questions
answered beeause this matter affeets the
publie,

AMr. Willeoek: Who are thege people?

lon, W. €. Angwin: It ia the money of the
jublie which has been nged to guarantee this
pmrchase,

Hon, P, COLLIER: 1 take it that the West
Australian Butter actories’ Association are
the people who own or control the (lifferent
Intter factories. .

Mr, Mungie: That is not put guite aceu-
rately. It is the Westralian Farmers Ltd.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With all
due deference to the leader of the Opposition
T eunnot but think that he is putting a lot
of speeial plending into this matter. There

[ASSEMBLY.]

is probably no one in the House who has
greater sympathy for the huilding up of Aus-
tralian industries as well as loeal industries
than he. T believe that if the leader of the
Opposition had had the opportunity which
presented itself during the last 18 monthz or
two years of protecting this particlar indus-
try in Western Australia he would have
adopted mueh the same attitude as the Gov-
ernment bave done. The most astonishing
thing is to find the leader of the Opposition
aud the member for Perth, the two extreme
J'oles in polities, in agreement on this subject.
The leader of the Opposition wants to know
what we have done to assist the dairying in-
dustry and the manufacture of butter, whether
the assistance we have rendered has heen of
advantage to the State, and whether any acv-
tion that has been taken to assist the local
manufacturer has been detrimental to the
consumer.  We had to do something to pet
over that ruther intricate subjeet, supply and
demand,  We found, taking the seasona in
the gross, that the Fastern States eould sup-
My tore than their own requirements of bhut-
ter and that they were, therefore, anxions to
duwmp their gurplns, amongst other places, in
Wedtern Australia, Tor a certain period of
the year we are abie to get cheap butter, but
at other times we have to pay dearly for it
hecnuse we are not producing any loeally,
This condition of affairs eontinued until the
Rtate replised that if we were to meet the
position from the point of view of the con-
sumer, we had to establish the industry in
this State, The purpose vaderlying the as-
siwtanve granted to butter factories by the
Government was to enable the local manufae-
tarer of hutter to keep going, so that we
should not get into the grip of the manufae-
turer in the Kastern Stales. s we proceeded
woe discovered that there were vertain periods
of the year when we could produnce all the
hutter that we requiredl, but that at other
periods we conld not de so. Tt was during
the period when we were able to meet the
loenl demand with our own butter that the
Hastern Stutea’ facvtories dumped their butter
here, in order to eripple onr factories. That
iv what they have attempted to do. Had it
not heen for the faet that the Government
mude advances against the loval hutter in eold
stores, which predoet was being turned out
by the eo-operative butter factories, these
mudertakings would wnnquestionably have been
crippled at a time when this would have had
i serious effect npon them,

Mr. Pilkingten: Do you sugygest the RKast-
ern States were underselling the local people?

The MINISTER 1"0OR MIXNES: Yes. Doea
the hon. memher imagine that the butter pro-
dueers in the BEastern States are so generous
tewards Western Australian  consumers that
they would send their buitey here and sell it
at landed eost, and enable the loeal merchants
to (ispose of it at less than conldt be realived
for it in the Kastern States?

Mr, Pilkinpton: T «do not know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They cer-
tainly were not so generous,
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Mr. Lambert: That is their bosiness.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is our
buginess to prevent such uafair competition. |
Will the member for Coolgardie snggest that
we should not endeavour to prevent this wn-
fair competition and do what we can to keep
ont of the State that which will detrimentally
affeet the prodoets turned out within the
State!

Mr. DPilkington: Does that not savour of a
brcaeh of the 1ederal (lonstitution?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No act of
th Giovernment was 2 breach of that Con-
stitution, but the artion of the Eastern States’
merchants was a breach of the Constitutien
hecause of their unfair competition aTainst
an indestry in this State. The butter in the
Iuctern States is controlled by a combination.
This comnbination was made wenlthy beeause
ot the bonuges paid by the taxpayers of Vie.
toria and New Yowth Wales to assist these
Tenple to develop their enterprise For a
number of years, when there was no prospeet
of hutter being manufactured in this State
that wounld interfere with the Fastern
States' market, we were treated like nipgpgera.
At a conference in the Fastern States it was
proposed that the embarge upon butter manu-
factured in the Eastern States should be
lifted, and this at a time when we were starv-
ing for butter in Western Australin. When
the position ia arrived at that wnfair com-
petitiun must be overcome it is often neres-
sary to lose a little money in order to defeat
sueh competition.

AMr. Lamhert: How does that coineide
with the legistation on margarine; T mean
the proposml legislation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
legislation will not be effective beennse it
will not be passed.  The stronz eombination
of butter produeers in the Bastern Statez de-
liberately attempted to cripple the butter
factorics in Western Australia. Merehants in
this State mercover were doing well as agents
for the Eastern Htates peovle.  Were they
ooinge to lose their irade withont a fight? The
agsistanee that we have rendered to this in-
dustry has been in the dircetion of helping
ca-aperative organisations, so a4 to enable
the producer to get the full benefit of his
labonr nnd the fullest powsible profit with-
out anything pgoing to the middleman.

Mr. Taobert:  Will you extend that faeil-
ity to other indngtries?

The MINISRTER 1POR MINES: We do
extend it to other indurtries. We were in
tepe ted from the peint of view of the com-
munity in secing that these co-operative fae-
tories were not killed by untair competition
from the Eastern States. To save the po-
sition at n time when our market was flooded
from the RBastern States we allowed the Nar-
rorin hutter factory, which was then in dif-
fienlties, to place a great quantity of butter
in cold store, The factory could not go on
baying ercam unless butter sales were ef-
fected, Leesuse the fonds available were in-
sufficiont,
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Mr. Pilkington: When was that donc?

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: About 12
months ago. Those people who had heen en-
vonraged to develop the dairying industry by
keeping cows and taking their eream to the
fuctory would have been disheartened if there
il been no market for their prodiet. We
therefore, said deliberately, “*You put the
hutter into ¢nld store and we will make ad-
vanees against it, so that you ean go on manu-
fucturing more butter.'* Had we not (oue
this we thonld have heen acting detriment-
ally to the vommunity.

Mr. Muasic:  We all apree with that,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to say anything antheritative about
the 250 enses of hbatter, but T mim sure that
very murh the same thing was done inm that
instouee a5 wan done in the other. Qur but-
ter factories are noew at the top of thoir
production for the year. It wonld have been
absurl to have alluweld the practice which
operated last year to operate apnin this
year against the butter producers of West-
ern Australia,

Mr. Pilkington: Why was butter reduced
from 2s. 11d. te 28 Bi. per pound+¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 think
it will be found that the merchants were
selling at 2s, 8d, becanse thev wanted to
operate against our own faetorics.

Mr. Pilkington: Do you know the focts?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pos-
sibilities are that this is xo.

AMr. Pilkington: Was it done with the
Eknowledge of the Government? That is the
point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I suppose
it wny done with the consent of the Govern-
ment. T have not heard it said that we fixed
8 price that was below the landed eost, and
tlis is evidence that the butter was sent here
at helow the price that could be obtained for
it in the Eastern States for the purpose of
damaging ovr own co-operative factories.

Mr, Money: And they hragged abount it,
too? :

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTEERE FOR MINFS: Before
tep 1 lad eadeaveured to cxplain the basis
npon which Joeal hotter fuctorics are beling
assirted by the Government, and had wmen-
tioned some of the dlisabilities with which
those faetories have to contend, owing to
nnfair trade methods adopted by Lastern
Hates butter producers, who previously found
an cxeellent market in this State. [ mention
these matters, not by way of answering the
queties of the leader of the Opposition, bLut
in order to illustrate the difliculty of estab-
lishing & new industry in a country chtain-
ing its anpplies from another country. The
point excrcising the mind of the lender of
the Opposition, and also to some extent that
of the member for Perth (Mr, Pilkington),
ia the attitude of the department in giving
a guarantee to enable certain factories to
purchase 250 boxes of butter landed here
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from the Eastern States. Reference has also
been made to the action of the Prices Reg-
ulation Commisson in redueing the price of
local butter to 2a. 8d., when on the basis of
the price vuling in the Eastern States the
price shoulil have heen 2s. 114. Both aspects
of the matter must be congidered together iu
order that the attitude of the department may
be understood. 1t ig true that 250 bLexes of
Fastern States lutter were landed in West-
orn  Australin  recently. That hutter was
landed at a time when the loeal preduction
was aofficient tn meet the Western Aunstra-
lian demand and possibly to produce a sur-
plua. T understand that the landed cost of
the Fastern States Butter here was 2s. 7144,
per pound. The retail priec then fixed for
butter here was 2s. 8d.; and the fixing of
that price, on the face of it, looked like a
deliberate attempt by the Prices Repulation
Commisgion to make a figure which would
preclude the importer from realising any
profit on those 250 bhoxes of butter, But cven
on that basgis there conld be wo complaint,
except from the standpoint of the member
for Perth, that there was unfair interference
with trade hetween the TFastern States and
Western Australin, The only complaint that
eould he made would he that the consumer
obtained the butter at less than its market
value, Aceording to the member for Perth
the market value was 2s. 11d.

Mr. Pilkington: T 3id not say that the
market valwe was 2s, 114, but that that
was the price fixed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The sup-
ply in Western Anstralia was, for the
wmoment, greater than the demand; and so
the law of supply and demand came iun.

Mr. Rocke: The supply was greater than
the domand beeause there was a cheaper
sabstitute on the market.

The MINTISTER 1OR MINES: XNot
uceessarily so. The period was that, na T
have said, during which our hatter factorics
were producing at their maximum ecapacity.
The local producers tmmediately waw that
unless there was some adjustment of the
price here, they wouldl be left with stocks
on their hands becanse of the imvortation of
butter from tho Eastern States:  Accord-
ingly they wero prepared to sell their butter
more cheaply; and surely the maember for
Perth would not suggest that ao oue shall
sell at less than the fixed price unless the
Prices Regnlation Commission first step in.
The local producers were prepared to sell
their butter at 2s. 84. per pound. The Com-
mission said, ‘‘If we fix n price of 2s 8d.
per pound, it will be contended that we ave
excluding Eastern States butter from this
market, preventing it from coming here, and
that thus we are hurting the comsumer.’’
By fixing the price at 2s. 8d. the Commis-
sion were able to save the cousumers of the
State about £175 per day, because £50 Loxes
of butter, of 56 lbs. each, are ahout cquiva-
lent to a day’s supply. When tha 2350 boxes
of Bastern States butter were landed and the
loeal retail price was reduced to 23, 8d., the
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importer said, *T ennnot sell at that price,
beennse my landed eost is 23, 7%d.’" 'There-

Aupon the loeal butter producers aaid, ‘*We

do not want the importer to be at a loss be-
cause of our uction. We prefer to take the
butter off lis hands at landed cost, and still
sell our own Dutter at 2s, 84.°?

AMr. Pilkington: What were the local people
selling their butter at before the price was
fixed at 2s. 84.7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do net

know, They may have been selling it at
48, 11d. That does not enter into the ques-
tiom at all.  The imported butter had pre-

vigusly been sold at a higher price; but the
law of supply and demand, to which the
member for Perth referred the other even-
ing, came in, and:

Mr. Pilkington: You should have found
out ‘that fact from the Minister for Educa-
tion, who spoke te you just now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The price
was fixed at s. 8d. for the loeal producer.

Mr, Pilkington: It represented a substan-
tinl rise on what he was getting before.

The MINISTER 1OR MINES: XNo.
There is no ring existing in the butter line
in Western Australia. TIf necessary I ecan
prova that.

Mr, Pilkington: I do not say there is a
rng,

'IE‘]IC MINTSTER FOR MINES: But that
has heen suggested. I have some knowledge
of the operations of the butter market, Dbe-
canse of correspondence I have veceived from
the seevetary of a co-operative butter fae-
tory in Albany, which has becn recently
established, and whieh, quite, naturally, is
jealous of its cxistence, We, too, ought to
he jealous of jts existence so leng as no
action of ours in its behalf iz detrimenta)
to the local consumer, The possibility of
making a loss on the imported buiter was
removed by the permission grauted to the
puol ta purchase the 250 boxes. There was
a prohability of the business costing the local
consumer £15,000, bhut we risked even that
rather than have the loeal production de-
stroyed. The eventual result was that the
local eonsumer got his butter at 2s. 8d. per
pound, instead of 2s. 11d,, which would be
the price on the basis of Fastern States
prrity. .
" Hon. P. Collier: Wore the 250 boxes of
jmported butter placed on the market here!?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I do not
know. Tt does not matter. Tf 250 boxes of
bmported butter went into storage, 250 hozes
of butter locally produced went on the mar-
ket; and vite versa.

Mr. Pilkington: Why did not you put the
loeal hutter into cold store?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know. What does it matter?

Mr. Pilkington: It does matter.

Hon. P. Collier: What was the object of
buying the imported butter? :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
local producers approached the Prices Regu-
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lation Commission and said they were pre-
pared to secll their butter at 25, 8d. per
pound. The importer of the 250 boxes could
not put his butter on the market to he sold
at that retail priee, because his butter had
cost him 23, 714d. per pound landed. The
local controllers of butter then said, ““We
do not want the importer to suffer a loss,
and we do not want the community to suifer
by having to pay 2s. 11d. while we ean sell
ar 2s, 8d.’? When there is a prices Regula-
tion Commission in cxistenes, there is no
use in asking the local consumer to pay cven
one farthing per poumd more than neces-
sery. The fact remains that 250 boxes of
butter were put into consumption at 2s. 8.
per pound. Tt does wot matter whether the
butter in those hoxes was actually the butter
from the Eastern States, or whether it was
butter produced locally., There was o cer-
tain quantity of Lntter put into consumption,
whether it was imported butter or local but-
ter.  Tn cither case the effect was cxaetly
the same.

Hon, P. Collicr: Do yon ask me to believe
that the local butter produvcers bought that
imported butter so that I might not be com-
pelled te pay 2s. 11d. per pound for it? Ts
that your argumcnt?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T lave
not snggested anytling of the kind. I said
that the local butter producers were at that
time producing sufticient to meet the local
demand, and possibly to produee a surplus,
The butter imported from the Bastern States
wag landed at a time when the fixed price
was 25 11d. retail. The landed cost of that
imporfed Dutter was 8s. 73d. per pound.
Tha local producers said, ‘*As we have all
the hutter that is required for local con-
semption, we aro prepared to sell at 2s. 84,
so that our butter may be put into consnmp-
tion, as it ought to be.’’

Hon, P. Coltier: Why did they fear the
competition of the other butter at a higher
price?

*THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt was
not & question of compctition at all. The
man who imported the butter at 2s. 714d.
landed cost wanted to sell at 2s. 11d.

Hon. P. Gollier: Why mnot allow him to
do so?

The MINISTEE FOR MINES: The hoa.
memher would be the first to complain that
the consumer was required to pay something
mnre than le should be paying. On acecount
of the purchase of the shipment of 250
bovea of butter, that commeodity went to the
concumer at Ss. 8d. instead of 2s. 11d.

Hon, P. Colher: It is too thin.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T cannct
follow the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: T cannot follow the Min-.

ister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely
the leader of the Opposition desires that
butter shonld be sold at the lowest possible
price. The fact remains that it was by

1583

wllowing the pool] to purchase the butter that
the consumer got it at a cheaper rate.

Mr. Lambert: I understood that there was
a surplus Joeally.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
another aspeet that we have to consider.
Local producers cannot supply our full re-
quirements all the year round. We depend
on the Eastern States for butter during cer-
tain periods. If we acted upon the sugges-
tionw that is now put forward we would be
agking one man to sell butter at 2s. 11d.
and another man to sell butter of an equal
quality at 2s, 84, I do not think that any
hon. momber will contend that the local pro-
ﬂuct is at all inferior to the Eastern pro-

net.

Hon. P. Coliur: That is not too bad. The
butter sold at 2s. 8d. is superior and the
butter at 2s, 114, is inferior. ls that the
case?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: You are
putting up that bogey yourself. [ did mot
suggest that the lecal people were afratd of
the Eastern product. They said that in
fairness to the man whe is importing butter,
and in order to follow ouf the principle on
which prices have been fixed in this State,
the importer should be given an opportunity
subject to the invoiced eost of landing, to
scll his butter at a reasomable profit. That
is the basis on which we fix our prices in
‘Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collior: Why not sall in the epen
market at a reasonable profit?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we dil
the consumer would have to buy butter at
dd. more than he should pay.

Mr. Pilkington: And where has the hut-
ter gonet

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely the
memher for Perth can see that it does unot
matter whether the butter from the East is -
put into cold storage and the local product
sold, or the local product placed into cool
stores amd the imported butter sold, so long
ag it is made available to the consumer st
the same price, namely, 23, 84.

Mr. Pilkington: I say the consumers ar:
not getting it at that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T say they
aro.

Mr. Pilkington:
faet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
follow the butter market up, of course——

Mr. Pilkington: No, of course you do not
know.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: What butter was it
that was taken Dhack by the *‘Zealandia’
last week?

The MINTATER FOR MINES: I do not
know.

Hon. P, Collier: The consumer ia not get-
ting that butter at 2s. 8d.

My, Pilkington: And never will.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
see the difference between the 250 hoxes of
imported butter being sold and the loen!
butter stored or vice versa. It makes no

Do you know that for a
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difference sv long as the price is the same
o the consumer,

The Minister for Works: They do not
want to see it. T have played the game my-
aclf, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I eannot
understand why hon. mewmbers object to the
Govermment giving a guarantee against cer-
tain butter which may be put into eool
stores to enable the congumer to get it at a
sheaper price, -

Hoo, T, Walker: That is not the ques-
sion.  You are begging the question.

The MINISTER FQR MINES: Lord help
ws! 1 declare the consumer is getting it at &
sheaper price.

Mr. Pilkington: Even if you say it very
loudly, it does not make that statement any
more true.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it will
impress the hon, member I will say it very
quinfly.

Mr. Pilkington: Even then that will not
woke it any less untrue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is 2
question of deusity. I say the facts are
there,

Mr. Jilkington: The facts are there, but
you do not know them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
memher said that the price was 2s, 11d.
and he' declared that the Commission fixed
it at 2s. 8. te prevent the Fastern States
butter coming in. What does that mean?
The hon. member admits that the consumer
is getting butter to-day at 2s, 8. Where is
the untruth?

Mr. Pilkington:
ting local butter for less before.
fact you do not know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
he got it for less than 28, 8d. At one time
wp could pet it for less than 2s.

Mr. Pilkington: Yes, but he got it for less
immediately bhefore the price was fixed at
28, Rd.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: He was
getting it for 2s. 11d.

Mr. Pilkington: He was getting it at Is
Rd. :
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Does the
bon. member know that for a fact.

Mr. Pilkington: I have been informed to
that effect. T nm not in the butter market
myself,

Mr. O'Loghlen:  Keep at him,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: ANl T am
concorned with at the moment is the eritieism
of the Government’s aetion regarding the
enarantee.  The Government’s attitude in
guarantecing that money to the pool for the
purpose of lifting that butter and thus re-
dueing the price to the consumer by 3d. per
th, should he commended and not condemned
by hon. members, We should go still further
in that direction in order to assist the con-
simer. What strikes me most at the present
juneture is that two who are at the extreme
noles of polities—the lender of the Opposition
and the member for Perth—appear to be of

The consumer was get-
That is a
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the one idea and positively throwing bouguets
at cach other, on a question regarding which
they are really in total disagreement with
cael other.

Mr. Lambert: 1f they are the peles, I do
not ¢onsider that ‘the Equator, in the shape of
the (Governwment, is doing any good. v

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Personally
i consider the Government's action even if it
haidl ng effect, was worth trying., As a matter
of Taet, it did have an effcet, not only in the
irterests of the consumer, but of the producer
as well.

My, Munsie: What is going to be the effect
on the finanees of the State Jater on?

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: This is not
the first timie we have done such a thing as
this. The leader of the Opposition guarantexl
4 gold mine years ago.

Mr, Mumsie: That is not aunawering the
question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do this
every day. The real point i3 whether the
objest the Government had in view was ¢or-
rect or not. The leader of the Opposition has
not taken exception to the amount invelved.
All he takes exception to is the question of
whether the action of the Government in
prmtlml]v pledging a certain amount of the
taxpayers' money was justified from the point
of view of the community.

Mr. Lambert: The aetion was taken so that
the importers from Vietoria would not luse
money,

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Or ou the
other haudd there was the question whether the
consomer should pay 3d. a lb. more so that
he should not expericnee a loss.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yet you said there
was a surplus leeally,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Now T =ee
things. This is where the member for Perih
and the leader of the Opposition have ¢ me
together, Tt in heeause they complain that
our local producer has not been unduniy
syueczed by Eastern States competition and
foreed to sell hutter at less than its value. |

Hon, W. €, Angwin: 1f the Bastern Hiates
hotter was sold at 2s. 11d., and the local pro-
dueer sotd at the same amount, where is the
squerzing of the local producer?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: That is
not the point. Underlying all this eriticisin
is the point that they say the Joeal produn-er
shoulil not be petting 2s. 8d.

Hon. W, . Angwin: XNothing of the kind.

The MINTEBTER FOR MINES: What i«
the complaint then?

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
all vight.

Mr. Munsie: You have been talkin: for nn
hour and a half and you have not explained
it vet.

“The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have not
heen attempting to explain it.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot explain 1t

Hon. P. Collier: You have benn doing very
well in evading the point.

Mr. Munsie: He never went near it.

You have heard it
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: T stated
the facts regarding the fixing of the price at
2s. 8d.

Mr, Munsie: You gave us everything ex-
cept what we asked for.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And I
stated why the Government had made the
guarantee regarding the 250 boxes.

The Minister for Works: It involved about
£1,600,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
sce how we can lose a penny of it.

Mr. Lutey: Why waa there any necessity
for it to be guaranteed at all?

Mr, Munsie: Where has the butter gone?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member said it was on the table at Parlia-
ment House.

Mr. Munsie: I did not say anything of the
kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well some-
one aaid it.

Member: You are bushed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You do not seem comfort.
able at any rate. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know whether I am making a statement to
the Mouse or not. AN I want to do is to
make the position thoronghly understood. I
am not particolarly concerned about the
price of butter at the moment.

Hon, P. Collier: You have succeeded abiy
in confusing everyone. No ong knows where
wo are.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am con-
eerned with showing the position of the Gov-
ernment.  The action takem by the Govern-
ment was without much risk, and it had the
cffect of reducing the price of butter to the
consumer, which meant a saving of about
£175 a day for the consumer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where has the butter
gone thent

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Notwith-
standing that, we left a fair margin of profit
for the producer, and preserved the interests
o¢ the industry. We have been trying to von-
serve the interests of that industry for years
past. TUnless the Government are prepared to
give the co-operative companies o chance to
exist against this competition, they will go
out of existence.

Tlon. T. Walker: Thar is a different argu-
ment altogether.

Mr. Mungie: Tt has nothing te do with
the point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T declare
it ig8 the basis on which we have been aet-
ing.

Mr, PILKINGTON: T observe that the
Minister iz amazed to find the leader of
the Oppesiticn amd myself to sonie extent
in agreement. I wonld point cut that when
the leader of the Opposition and T are in
agreement, then the Jeader of the Opposi-
tion is almost ccrtain to be right, T listened
to the cdxplanation of the Minister and I
cannot but admire the manner in which,
before the adjournment, he rose to explain
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a matter of which he knew ahsolutely
nothing. 1 knew something. I am not

surg that my information is correet, but I
knew enough to assert that when the Min-
ister went back a year, a year and a half
and two years, and talked, in a very loud
voice, about something entirely differcnt, he
was talking of matters forcign to the ques-
tion he was atked. T knew he was not able
to cxplain the guestion. T knew that he had
no information, good, had, or indifferent
about the subjeect on whick the diseussion
has taken place. During the tea adjourn-
ment he interviewed the Minister for Ednea-
tion. He is the Minister who knows all ahout
it. And I presume that during that time he
got a certain amount of information, bhut ap-
parently not as much as he ought to have
got.

Hon. P. Collier: He has talked
ceverything but the peint raised.

Mr. PILEINGTON: Tt is perfectly clear
that the Mimster, before tea, did not
attempt to touch any of the facts which
he has tourhed upon siner tea. It is quite
clear that he did” mot (hen know them.
Without being a Sherlock Ilolmes, T have
grathered where the Minister got his in-
tormation. Before tea the Minister knew
nothing whatever about the matter; now
he knows but very little, I know substan.
tially what the facts are. Tf T do not know,
and if the public do not know, and if hon,
members do mnot linow what the facts are,
it is no errdit to the Government. Tf my
facts are wrong, the attitnde of the Gov-
ernment ought not to he one of triumph,
but ought to he one of humble penitence,
Prior to a fortnight ago the price of butter
was fixed in this State at 2s. 11d. That
price enabled butter from the Eastern
States to be imported and sold here ai a
renscuable profit. I presume the price was
fised at 2s, 11d. becavse it permitted of
the sale of that butter at a reasonable
profit. At that time there was s large
quantity of local butter, and a good deal
of that loeal butter was sold at a very
humble priee, sdmelhing like 28, 4d4. That
was the position. That is in accordance
with the Minister’s own statement. Then
the people econcerned put their heads to-
gether. And what was done? The powers
of the Prices Reguiation ("ommission were
grossly misused for the purpose of fixing
the price of butter at a priee which wouldl
almost climinate the competition from the
Eastern States and yet allow the loecal pro-
ducer to get a very moch better profit than
he was gotting before,

Men, P. Collier: That is the point.

Mr. PILKINGTOXN: Now let us follow
those 230 boxes of butter. Withont being
a betting man, 1 would not mind laying any
part of o penny that it has not eome into
consumption. Why? Tt has been taken
off the market. Tf that butter was on
the market at 2s. 3d. the local commodity
would not sell until the imported arficle
was gone, :

about
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The Minister for Works: It is ouly oue
day’s supply.

Mr. PILKINGTON: But it would get in
front of the local butter, and so it will be
kept until the loeal butter is sold. The
whole object of this ramp is to wuse the
powers of the Prices Regulation Commis-
sion for the purposc of excluding the im-
ported article from the Zast and enabling
the local producer to get a good price, The
hon. member says there is nothing wrong
in that. T trust his sense of propriety will
by degrees improve,

The Minister for Mines: Have you scen
the balance sheet of the c¢o-operative com-
pany?

Mr, PILKINGTON: To examine the bal-
ance sheet would not enable me to come to
any other conclusion upon this perform-
ange, I want to point out the seriousness
of using the Prices Regulation Commisgion
for this purpose. [Tu- the first place, the
object of the Prices Regulation Commis-
sion was to, if possible, reduce costs. I do
not believe it has had that effect, but never-
theless that was the objeet.

Mr. Pickering: It did in this ca<e,

Mr, PILKINGTON: What it has done in
this case has been to inereagse the price of
the local article,

Hon. . Collier: That is so,

Mr. PILEINGTON: There is no sense
or reagon in eutting out tha s, 11d. East-
ern article, exeept to raise the price of the
ioeal artiele.

Mr, Pickering: It wag to preserve
indpstry.

Mr. PILKINGTOX: To preserve the in-
dustry by raising the price of loeal butter
in Western Australia. That is the use
which lag been mande of the Prices Regula-
tion Commission, [ say with confidence
that it is a grossly improper thing that the
Government or anybody else shonld per-
suade the Prices Regulation Commisgsion to
use their powers for this purpose, which is
wholly alien to the object for which they
were appointed.

The Minister for Works:
that the Government did that¥

Mr. PILKINGTON: I say it is an im-
proper thing for the Government to do.

The Minister for Works: Do you say they
did it?

Mr. PILEKINGTON: I do not know whe-
ther they did it, but I strongly suspect that
they did. I have very good reasoms for be-
lieving that the Government were a party
to this proceeding.

The Minister for Works: You are not
justified in making that statement.

Mr. PILKINGTON: If the hon. member
will assure me that the Minister for Edu-
cation did not meet persons repregenting the
butter factories and the Prices Regulation
Commission together, I will accept his as-
surance.

The Minister for Works: I will say that
the Government never induced the Prices

the

Do you say

[ASSEMBLY.]

Regulation Comunission to raise the price.
You have no right to make sueh a state-
ment.

Hon. W. €. Augwin: You may not have
been in it.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I have mads my
statement and have gone as far as I am pre-
pared to go. 1 am not going further than L
am justified in going by what I know.

The Minister for Worka: You do not kuoew
what you have stated there.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Everything I havo
stated I have absolutely sound ground for
stating.

The Minister for Works: You have not.

Mr, PILKINGTON: Well, I will leave the
Minister to bis own opinion, He obviously
refuses to give the assurauce which I said
1 waa prepared to accept. The first objee-
tion, thorefore, is that the Prices Regulation
Commission are being used for an improper
purpose. If this is to go on, if this is a
proper course, wherec is it going to stop!
If the Prices Regulation Commission are to
be used for the purpose of preventing com-
petition from the Eastern States, where i3 it
to stop? Are the Prices Regulation Com-
misgion to be asked to fix prices in regard
to other poods manufactured in Westem
Australia in respect of which there is com-
petition from the East? If the Government
jam factory were now in working order,
wounld the Prices Regulation Commission fix
the price of jam? Why not? There is no
reason why local butter shonld be favoured
above all other loecal produmets. And it
would be a most deplorahle state of affairy
it it became known that the Prices Regu-
lation Commission conld be approached for
the purpose of getting them to give a form
of protection to the loeal produet against the
Eastern States. It was not for that purpose
the Commission was appointed. There is
another objection which T am sure will be
greatly appreciated by the memhber for Cool-
gardic, namely, that this is a form of pro-
tection which is equivalent to a protective
tarift,

Mr. Lambert: T am no more in favour of
that form of proteetion than are you in
favour of free trade.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Very well, yet this
ie o form of protoetion,

Hon. P. Collier: A very pernicious form,

Mr. PILKINGTON: A very pernicious
form; and it is a most peculiar thing to find
the Minister for Mines advoeating this very
pernicious form of protection when he has
just joined a party in whose platform one
plank is the abolition of protcetion.

Hon., P. Collier: He has not been long
enough in the party to be ascquainted with
the platform,

Mr. PILKINGTON: I do not know whe-
ther the Minister for Mines has failed to
read the platform which he has promised to
ohserve, or whether he has now become s0
confusell at reading the various platforms
which he has from time to time promised %o
follow, that he i3 not aware of the faet that
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this plank is in that particular platform of
which, for the moment, he is a follower.

Hon. P. Collier: He will bas ont of the
party again before he has time to read the
platform,

Mr, PILEINGTON: There is & further
point which I should like to make in regard
to this matter. Tt is this: Apart altogether
from what may be the law, under the Fed-
eral compaet under which we joined the
other States in Federation, one of the main
points of union, one of the matters which
was discussed from end to end of Australia
was that trade and intercourse were to be
absolutely free and untrammelled between
the States. Now the Mjnister for Mines
has confessed that what was Qone was done
for the purpose and with the object of pre-
venting goods from the East coming to this
State and eutering inta competition with the
Incal article.

The Minister for Mines:
tion ig rumning wild,

Mr, PILKINGTON: Awd it is indeed a
most unbappy thing that any Minister of
the Crown should stand up in Parliament
and adveeate a course which is entirely at,
variance with that Federal compaet,
may add that, not only is it improper tlmt
that should be done, but it is partieularly
unfortunate at the progent time that such a
counrse should be adopted. Probably hefore
long we shall be discussing with the other
Htates and with the Commonwealth c¢hanges
in the Constitution, aud we shonld at lenst
enter the council chamber of that eonven-
tion with clean hands, able to say that we
at any rate have bonoured the Federal com-
pact, both in letter and in spirit.

The MINTSTER FOR WORES: T do not
intend te say very much, but the member for
Perth, who has distinguished himself this
night in the réle of a candid friend, scold-
ing all and sundry connected with the Gov-
crnment, was not man cnongh to say straight
ont what he wished the touse to infer.

Hon, T. Collier: T thought he was very
clear,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He wonld
not say it straight out. What the hon. gen-
tleman wished the Committee to infer was
that the Goverument have deliberately in-
structed and wsed the Prices Regulation
Commission——-

Hon. T. Walker: No language which he
used could bear that construction,

The MINISTER YOR WORKS: The hon.
member said the Government had used the
Prices Regulation Commission for improper
purposes. Tf the hon. member honestly be-
lieves this, he has no right to remain in his
place unloss he takes the proper course of
tabling a motion of want of confidence in the
(tovernment.

My, Mungie: [ believe it would have a
chanee of being carried on this question,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tf le
ean prove his assertions, such a motion onght
tp be earried. Tf he cannot prove what his

Your imagina-
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words convey, he has no right to remain in
the House. But the hon. gentleman cannot
take his conrage in his hands. He can stand
up as he has done time after time since he
hus been in Parliament and make inginu-
ations, but he will not put his ideas info
langnage which the man in the street can
understand.

Hon, P. Collier: Oh, go onl

Mr, Munsie: T do not think anyons mis-
understood him to-night,

Hon. T. Walker: His worda were only too
clear.

The Minister for Mines: It is wonderful
how you have taken him to your besoms.
There must be something wrong somewhere.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I chal
lenge the member for Perth to take the only
honourable conrse open to him in the eir-
cumstances, The words he used were, ‘‘The
Giovernment have used the Prices Regulation
Commigsion for improper purposes.’’ Hav-
ing told ug that, he has no right to remain
in the House unless he takes the course
which T have indicated.

Mr. Jolmston: Wiy spur him on%

Mr. Munsic: We must have some explana-
tion regarding that butter,

The MTNTSTER FOR WORES: The hon.
mgmber for Perth tried te camouflage the
affair by talking about the Federal compact
nand free and unregtrieted intercourse, and he
added that if this State woent inte convention
to reconmsider the Fedcral Counstitution it
ahould at least go in with clean hands. Does
the hon. member forget that not two years
have gone by since the Fastern States de-
liberately used their powers with disastrous
effect on the timber trade, as the member for
Torrest well knows?

Me. Pilkington: I said that we at least
shoulil bave clean hands.
Hon, P. Collier: You are trying to justify

one rogue on the ground that there are other
rogucs.

The Minister for Mines: I do not like this;
there is somecthing wrong

The MINISTER FOR 1ii\'C}RKS Does the
memnber for Perth know that the biggest
timber firm in this State—-

Hon, P. Coilier: Let us stick to butter.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: A firm
with which he is very closely allied, too, took
very strong steps in connection with the mat-
ter of timher, and although onc wrong does
not justify nanother wrong, I do mot think
the hon, gentleman comes from the Tace of
people who turn the other cheek to the smiter.
Tt anvone smacked the hon. gentleman 1
think he would try to smack back very
guiekly. For him to come here and preach
in this way is very small indecd.

Hon. P. Collier: He smacked
severcly with his tongwe.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
wigh to say anything further, exeept that I
challenge the hon. member, as member for
Perth and as an honourable gentleman, to
take the only course which an honourable man

vou pretty
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can take, und pive notice of want of confi-
dence in the Government for having done
what he has alleged. TE he can prove the
charge——

Han, P. Coilier: Will you give caucus a
free hand on the vote®

The JMLNTSTER FOR WORKS: [f he
can prove the ebarge, then, a3 T said befove,
the Government bave no right to remain in
eftive.

Mr, Pitkington: WIill you tell ua what they
huve done!

The MINISTHER FOR WORKS: They have
not done you, Whom the hon. gentleman has
dene, Gol only knows,

Mr, Johnston: A very nble address-on the
butter question!

fen, P, Collicr: The Minister has been
very clear in his cxplanation about those
hoxes,

Mr. Munsie: Now we know where they

are and all about them,

" Mr. MONEY: The subject before the Com-
mittee is that of the hutter factories of the
State,

Hou. P.
thnber,

Me, MONEY: TIn the past we have heard
a2 lot about the necessity for production, and
of the necessity for conserving the State
finanees,

Houn, I
well,

Mr. MONFY: Although many efforts have
beeu made, approximately no less than half
a million of money was paid to the Eastern
States during the last 12 months for butter.

My, Lambert: We got the equivalent,
duln't we?

Mr. MONEFY: As the result of the encour-
agement given by past Governments for many
rears to the produeers ot this Staté, we have
arived at the stage when we have produecd
sufticient Ivatter to meet the requirements of
Weatern Aasiralia,
" Mr. O ' Loghlen
the year.

My, MONEY: [ have read often of the ill-
effects of monopolies, and [ was astonished at
the support given by members to the policy of
importing butter from the Kastern States, |
doubt whether even yet we have had the true
facts with regard to the importation of Fast-
orn States’ hutter. am told, and 1 believe
on reliable authority, that there is a gentle-
man jn Western Australia who econtrols the
importation of butter. T have no hesitation in
giving the name of that gentleman as it was
given te me, It is Mr. Manning, who makes
a very big living out of comuiissions. During
the period in which we have not produeed
sufficient huotter to mweet the requirements of
the State, that gentleman has certainly sup-
plied practieaily the whole of our wants. He
kvows that at the present time we are pro-
ducing aufficient butter for our own consump-
tion, and that it is unneeessary to import a
single ponnd of hutter from the Eastern
Htates. Having that knowledge, did he stop

Collier:  And do not forget the

Collier: 'That has been done very

For a eertain period of

. sumed,
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impartations? We know that he did not. Fur-
ther, we know what he did nnd what he threat-
cned to do. He undoubtedly was out to con-
tinue the full importations during the period
when we eonld produee full supplies. He had
no sympathy with Western Avstralia. He got
his living by trading with the Eastern States.
He had a monopoly of the butter business
and was going to do his best to keep it, If
nothing had been done, what would have heen
the position? The butter which has so far
been produced in Western Australia has been
manufactured for consumption only within
the State. We have never manufactured bnt-
ter for export. There is a considerable dif-
ference bhetween the butter manufactured for
local consumption, which must be used with-
in two or three weeks, and butter for ex-
port, which has to be kept for four, five, six,
or ¢ven seven months before it wonld be con-
We have not yet reached the stage
when we can manufacture butter for export.
Therefore, nnless the loeally produced butter
were consumed in the State within two or
three weeks, it would be a loss to the Btate.
The avernge peried during which it would
keep would not exceed four or five weeks, and
it coulkd not be shipped to Europe in that
ahort space of time. We have encouraged
settlers to go on the land and to produce
butter. We are cndeavouring to overtake the
deficieney of half a million annually in the
tinances of the State, The settlers have
worked and done everything they have been
asked to do, and now some membera would
have us withhold a little necessary assistance
when they have no market for their produee.
Shonld we say to these settlers, ‘ We refuse
to Hsten to yon; we are in Federation, and
this butter from the Eastern States may still
be brought in, even if it does ruin you and
your faetories™’§ If nothing had been dene
what would have happened to the factories
and to the dairymen? Y have not heard from
any member so far any suggestion as to how
the dlifficulty could have heen overcome, ex-
cept by way of the guarantee given by the
Government, and the steps taken hy the Gov-
ernment. No member has told us in what
other way it would have been possible to tide
over this present difficult period of three or
four months. T have not heard a word of
sympathy for the produeer. In all the dis-
cussion that has taken place, not one word
of sympathy with the producer has been
uttered.

Hon, W, €, Augwin; He is getting the
cash; he dors not want sympathy.

Mr. MONEY: T know well of what I am
speaking. Years ago we were imperting
wiearly alt the potatoes we required, and our
producers were urged to grow sufficient to
meet the needs of the State. Bight years ago
our potato growers succeeded in producing
more potatves than were needed. T knew one
man who grew over 40 acres in the one year,
and he lost £500 for hiz troubla because the
market was over supplicd. Did he get any
sympathy? Not a serap. Who cared for
him? Nobody. : :
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Mr. O'Loghlen: When he gets £35 a ton
for his potatoes, does he shed any tears for
the consumert

Mr. MONEY: Potatoes only bring £35 a
ton when there s a searcity; and when they
have to be imported from the Eastern
States.

Mr. O’lLoghlen: - A lot of growers made
good money last year.

Mr, MONEY: Directly the grower pro-
duves potators and to spare, they can be
hought in the market for £6 15s. a ton, and
the grower does not get any benefit from his
Jabour,

The Minister for Mines:
them for that.

Fon. P. Collicr: Why not shut out the im.
portation of potatoes as well as butter? Yon
e¢annot get the Government to back you up
in that.

The CITAIRMAX: Order! The member
for Bunhury has the floor. Tf any hon. mem-
ber does not agree with his views, he will
have an opportunity to refute them later on.
T cannot listen to a dozen members speaking
at once, and T am not going to try to.

Mre. MONEY: 7Tt is to the benefit of the
consumer that butter should be preduced in
Western Australia. Tn spite of all we have
heard about the ruling price of 28, 8d. a
pound, if butter in cxeess guantities had not
heen produced within the State, the price
would have been 2s. 11d. or 3s. & pound.
Consnmers to-dny are enjoying the benefit of
hutter at 3d. or 4d. a pound cheaper as a re-
sult of the butter produced in exeess of our
immediate requirements. Tnstead of import-
mg potatoes from the Fastern States at £35
per ton, our producers have benefited con-
sumers by making available potatoes at £6
10s. or £6 158, o ton. These are facts which
cannot he disputed.

Hon. Y. Collier:

He cannot grow

Tacts? TRubhish!

Mr. MONEY: The producers henefit the
consumers, and the greater the quantities
they produee the lower the prices heeome.
The produecers henefit the consumers in every
way.

Hon. P. Collicr: The wmore butter they
produce, the grester the price they ask.

Mr. MONEY: The producer is not going
to produce butter and potatoes unless he re-
eeives o fair profit for them, T feel that
instead of all the mdne ohjection and eriti-
eisgn which we have heard, it wonld have
heen better if members had indulged in a
little constructive criticism and told uws what
should have been done to econserve the in-
tererts of the producer and the consumer if
the steps which lave been taken had not
been taken, If we desire to encourage peo-
ple to produce, we must look after their in-
terests.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister for Mines
stated that the {Government desired, in sub-
sidising these butter factories, to establish
the industry in Western Anstralia.  Practie-
ally every member of the Committee is in
necord with the policy of piving liberal en-
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couragement for the establishment of such
factories.

Mr. Teesdale: You have an extraordinary
way of showing this.

Mr, LAMBERT: T do not want any in-
terruptions  from the fog-horn at the back
of the Minister. The Minister went on to say
that the Government had provided the monoy
necesgary to conable these factories te por-
chase the eream required to continne makimg
hutter. This i3 a serious devarture for the
(iovernment to make from the aceepted po-
licy in this regard, Why shounld the Min-
ister ondeavour to lend the Committee to
helieva that we on this side are not in
sympathy with the policy of developing this
industry? T have no desire to touch upon the
eonstitutional aspeet of this departure on the
part of the Government.

The Minirter for Mines:
tional point arises in any way,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Prices Regulation
Commission have fixed a price for butter
which precludes competition from the East-
crn States. In that way we are direetly in-
terfering with trade hetween the States. T
on top of this the Governmeni use the eredit
of the State with which to buy butter to put
into cold store, in order to prevent competi-
tion, they are committing a double offence
against the Federal Constitution. This action
leaves it vpen for other industries in West-
ern Australin to :ay that beeause imports
are threatening the local article, the Govern-
ment should take these also off the market.
The local co-dperative hutter factories have
the position in their own hands. Tf the sup-

No congtitn-

. ply 1= greater than the demand, it is easy for

them to put their surplos into eold stores and
to refrain from buying from the TEastorn
States.  From the speeeh of the member
for Bunbury [ gather that the desire of the
Country ‘party is that the eredit of this State
should he used to buy off competitors in the
Eastern States. Tf that iz the poliey of the
Govermment, the country should know ahout
it, [ helieve that some little time ago Jocal
hutter ecould have heen purchased at several
pence per Jho helow the priee fixed.  The
butter produced in this State will not keap.
Probhably that aceounts for the fact that so
mueh of it is put into cold store.

Mr. Money: Tt will not keep for six
months. it is not required to keep for that
length of time.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1f it ix the policy of
the Government to use the eredit of the State
for the ostablishment of butter factories,
wonld they be prepared, in the cvent of
there being  eompetition from the BEastern
Mtates, to buy wp the impaorted surplus and
prevent it from entering into competition
with the loeal artiele?

The Minister for Worka:
port a policy of that kind?

Mr. LAMBERT: [ want to know if that is
the accepted policy of the Government? The
time is coming when there will be a limit to
the extent to which Parlimment is prepared

Would you aup-
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to go in this Jirection. We on this side of
the House arc fully seized of the importanec
of establishing butter factories in the State,
but if it is intended to go beyond that, and
buy in articles which may come into com-
petition with our farmers and to use the
credit of the State for this purpose, the peo-
ple should he advised of the faet. If this
sort of thing is to happen in regard to butter
it may happen in regard to other things,

The Minister for Works: It is a question
of judgment and responsibility.

Mr, LAMBERT: 1UUp to the present we
liave been given no information which would
enable us to come to a eonclusion as to
whether the Government were justified in
their action or net. We should know if this
is the accepted policy of the Govermment.

The DMinister for Works:  Move a no-
confidence motion.

Hon. T. Walker:
advertisement,

Mr. LAMBERT: The ¢rdinary natural law
operating will bring about the natural death
of the Miniatry. Ilowever, there is nothing
for the Minister, if ho is in charge of thesc
Lgtimates, to get shirty about. The opera-
tion of the proposed margarine Bill would
have been a most scandalous thing for West-
orn Australin. and would have reacted most
dotrimentally on the consumers of this State.
Nine-tenths of the people connceted with the
margarine trade here thonght the measure
was designed specially to wnssist the co-
operative butter companies, which have a pull
through the political party with whom the
Government are agsociated.

Mr, Pickering: That is your idea.

Hon, T, Walker: There are the facts.
Hill has been withdrawn

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister hias said that
that Bil is not to he procceded with.

The Minister for Mines: You know nothing
of that Bill. Tt has never been published.

Mr. Munsie: That is how people come to
};c l\\'riting letters about the elauses of the

ill,

The Minister for Mines: You know nothing
about the Bill

Mr. Munsic: Other people do, though.

Mr, LAMBERT: T can tell the Minister
something about the clauses of the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: Vou know more
aboeut the Bill than I know.

Mr, Munsie: You know that the Rill has
heen in type, anyhow.

The Minister for Minea:
it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have never seen o draft
of the Bill; but T ean assure the Minister
that, if its provisions are as reported, the
(tovernment are making a serious mistake in
not adhering to the regulations for the sale
of margarine which obtain in other eountries,

The Minister for Mines: How (o you know
about the provisions of the Bill? T have
nover seen if.

The CHATRMAN: I faill to see what all
that has to do with the vote.

You are dying for an

T have never seen

The’
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Mr, LAMBERT: It would be well if this
particnlar vote were postponed. Posgibly the
Minister is at a disadvantage, these not being
his Estimates, Let the vote be postponed, se
that the Minister for Agriculture may have
the fullest opportunity of cxplaining this in-
cident of the butter purchase, and of making
¢lear the attitude of the Government as to
(he purechase of Kastern States butter or of
any other artiele imported into Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. TEESDALE: If ever members of this
Chamber have occasion to be proud of them-
aclves, it is to-night. Tor nhout three hours
we have had nothing hut a guestion of butter,
and we huve had it prineipally from the mem-
bers of the Opposition. No question of prin-
ciple is invelved, and no expense hag been in-
curred by the Government; but three solid
hours of the time of this House have been
wasted over a lump of butter. When at Home
a few months ago, T was told that the only
matter of importance to Western Australia
during the most fearful period of the war
seemed to be the butter question, our news-
papers teeming with letters about the short-
age of butter, Tt was objectionable to me to
think that we in this country had nothing
more pressing to he concerned about during
that awful time than the shortage of butter,
To-night the position is somewhat similar. The
country has suffcred no loss over this butter
purehase, The Prices Regulation Commission
took certain action which to my mind—and
I have had some experience of business—was
perfectly legitimate, and which has been
taken hundveds of times hefore. In view of
the complaint from the Opposition side that
we eannot pget through our Notice Paper, it
is n great pity that so much of our time
should be wasted over a pifling matter of
230 Dhoxes of butter.

Mr. MUNSIE: The last spealer said
there had heen three hours' discugsion on u
question of butter. However, the Minister
for Mines, despite all his power of ULIuft,
aceupied at least three-quarters of an hour
in endeavouring to explain a very simple
matter. He talked all round it, but never
once ¢ame to the point. With the first
half-hour of the Minister's nddress every
member on this side of the House is iu
absolute accord. Let me add that T was
rather surprised to hear sich arguments
coming from the Minister for Mines in his
present scat. We kuow that it is the policy
of other pentlemen oecupying seats on the
Ministerinl beneh to oppose absolutely any
State interference with private enterprise.
Those hen, gentlemen say they wish to
assist the primary producers to establish
butter factories; but the farmers got more
assistnnee from thig party, when in power,
than ever they have got from the existing
Government. What has the argument heen
all about! '

The Minigter for Works: That is what
T want to know,
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Mr. MUNSIE: The following question
was asked in another place yesterday:—

Hon, J. Duffell asked the Minister for
Eduecation: Have the Government acquired
the wholg or auny part of the butter im-
ported from the Eastern States, and, if
5¢, on what terms as regnrds quantity
and price! Tf the answer to this ques-
tion i8 in the affirmative, what is the
reason for this aetion?

T'o the first question the Minister for Educa-
tion answered, ‘‘No.’’ The Minister did
not ansgwer in the affirmative, but he went
on to givo an explanation. We hare want
to know what the Government did and why
they did it. The Minister for Bdueation
was afraid to answer Mr, Duffell’s ques-
tion in the affirmative, because he did not
want to give the rveason why. The Miunster
in charge of these FEstimates here has said
scmething about timber, concerning which
we did not question him, The Minister for
Mines dealt with the establishment of
butter factories for about three-yuarters ot
an hour, but without answering the ques-
tion we have asked him. The Minister for
Education procgeded to give the following
explanation—

No, but the Government by guarantes
hnve assisted the committee of the West-
crn Australinn Butter Factories’ Associa-
tion to purchase 250 boxes at landed ~ost,
namely 2e. 7344, per pound.

To the second half of Mr, Duffell’a question
the Minister for Education replied that the
reason for this action was—

To assist the local butter factories in
marketing their produet.

What I was anxious to learw first of all
was how the guarantee by the Government
hecame mnecessary. Tt Bmecns that the
Weatralian Farmers, Timited, have not so
muech money as we thought they had, I
underatood they counld easily raise £10,000
for the next general cleetion; but now it
appears that they cannot even finanee the
purchase of 250 boxes of butter.

The Minister for Mines: The matter has
nothing to do with the Westraliah Farmers,
Limited. They have not been mentioned
in connection with it.

Mr. MUNSIE: The West Aunstralian
Butter Pactorics’' Association is the Wes-
tralinon Farmers Ltd.

Mr, Pickering: Nothing of the sort,

Mr. MUNSIE: That is my opinion, and
T shall stivk to it unless the Minister in
charge of this vote or the Minister for
Mines will tell the Committee who these
people are,

The Minister for Mines: They are the
representatives of the people who have
heen assisted by the Government in this
nmaticy, but they have nothing whatever to
do with the Westralian Farmers Litd.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am pleased to have that
explanation from the Minister, If he bad
given it when he rose, it would have saved
a lot of trouble. The Minister now tells
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us that it is the people respongible for the
conduct of the co-operative. butter factories
who ventured, with the Government guaran-
tee, upon the purchase of 230 Dhoxes of im-
ported butter. What I now want to know is
whether the people of this country are
likely to be put to any expenae in conmnee-
tion with the 500 boxes of Eastern States
butter sent back by the last steamer? Can
the Government give any information in
reply to that question?

The Minister for Works: Give notice of
the question, We cannot angwer it now,

Mr. MUNSIE: Trobably not; but Min-
sters should have been able to answer the
questions asked previously, Neither Min-
ister lLias yet told the Committee why the
butter was purehased, or what has been
doue with it. ''wo hundred and fifty boxes
of butter came here, and I believe that if
the facts were lknown it would be found
that they cume to Watson.

The Minister for Works: Who is Watson?

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister knows Wat-
son’s Produce Store as well as I do, Wat-
son is the largest individual butter supplier
in  Wesateru Australin. Believing that
Watson was responsible for the importa-
tion of the butter, the Government took
him on, instead of taking on Manning, who
actually imported the butter. I believe the
faet js that Manning imported the butter
to Watson’s order. 1 Dbelieve that butter
ig in ecold storage yet. The Minister
knows it.

The Minister for Mines: T do unot know
anything about the matter.

Mr. MUNSIF: The Minister for Mines
ghould ask his colleagues what was the in-
tention of the Government in purehasing
the butter, and why the Government
stopped that butter from coming into com-
petition with local butter., There ia tha
point made by the member for Perth (Mr,
Pilkington), a point I wish to emphasise,
that prior to the alteration by the Prices
Regulation Commission of the price of
Eastern States butter from 2a. 11d, to Za.
8d., loeal butter was being sold in Perth
shops at 2s. 5d.

The Minister for Mines: Tt did not come
my way.

My, MUNSIE: You went for the Eastern
States botter. Yonu were mnet patriotic in

the matter.

The Minister for WMines: Tlon't worry
about the patriotic side.

Mr, MUNSBIE: Even when butter had

been fixed at 2s. 84. by the Prices Regula-
tion Comunission it was possible to buy but-
ter at 2s. 5d.

My, Tickering: Can you wonder after the
advertisement you have given it to-night$

The CHATRMAN: Let me once mors ap-
peal to members for order. Only one mem-
ber at a time can expect to get the car of
the Chair.

Hon. P, Collier: The member for Sussex
so seldom gets an opportunity to apesk.



1592

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not want to labour
the question auy further, but I hope the
Minister in charge of the Kstimates will
give the Committee an explanation as to the
reason _why the Government acted in this
way. T want an assurance from the Govern-
ment that the State will not be mulet in any
greater loss on account of the butter which
has been returned to the East.

Ton, P. Collier: What about the Attorney
Gieneral joining in the explangtion?

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 do not know why we
should import hutter from the Eastern
States and scewl it back again without tak-
ing it off the ship, unless some pressure
were brought to bear by someonc,

The Minister for Works: Do you make
the asserfion that the Government have sent
A0 cases back?

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not make it.

Tho Minister for Works: Well, why do
you make it?

Mr, MUNSRTHE: Will you deny that the
jovernment are responsible?

The Minister for Works:
anything about it.

Ifon. . Collier: All right,
about vour colleagues?

Hon. W. (. Auwgwin: These who do net
belong to the Earmers’ party.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 have bheen told some-
thing about this before.

The Minister for Works: Youn must
take votice of what yon lear ontside.

The ¢ RATRMAN: It is for the Minister
to obex the Chair as well as other members.

My, MUXSUK: The Minister is not poing
to make me aay ihings which 1 never said.
The Minister is not going to get past these
Estimates hefore 1 get some information.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you suggest there was
anything  dishonest?

Mr, MTTNSTE: I do not say that there
was.

My, Peesdale: What are you talking ahout
then?

Mr, MUNSIK: Siaee the diseussion has
started this evening, it has led me to believe
that there may be something dishonest, or
Ministers wonld have given us the informa-
tion.

The Minister for Works: Rubbish!

Mr, MUXSTE: Why do the Government
not cxplain it?

The Minister for Works: Damned rubbish,
ton!

Mr. MUXSTE: [ have not suggested that
there was anything dishonest, buat the atti-
tude adopted by Ministers is caleulated to
lead members to helieve that sueh might
ba Bo.

Mr, Teesdale: You are attacking a Minis-
ter and taking advantage of the absence of
his colleague, who knows more about the
business.

Mon. P. Collier: There are five Ministers.
Why cannot they explain®
Mr. MUNSIE: T know that the Minister

I do not know

Now what

not

in charge of the Estimates, and the respon-
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sible Minister who is in another place, had
A consultation over this question to-night.
Why is the Committee not giver any iun-
formation ?

Hon. P. Collier: Why don’t they ring him
up now!

Mr, MUNSILE: The Minister responsible
is here now in the huilding; they do not -
have to ring him vp. I want to know where
that butter is.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
memher iy most peculiar in his methods, I
have heen told that words were given to um
to hide our thoughts. Apparently the hon.
member  thinks that the Government had
something to de with 500 cases of but-
ter being sent back. He does .not know
that the butter has gone back.

Mr, Munsie: I know I do not.

The MINISTER YOR WORKS: Waell,
why ddid you speak about it as you have
done?

Mr, Munsie: Don’t aveid the question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon,
member ecannot Dluff wme like that.

Mr, Munsie: You cannot bluff me. You
will be here till 1 o'clock in the morning.

The MINTESTER FOR WORKS: We will
stop here il mbdday to-morrow if you want
to. It is poerile for the hon. member to
take wp the attitude he has done to-night.
Docs he know of anything the Government
have «done that is dishonest? '

Mr. Munsie: No.

The MINISTER POR WORKS :  Well,
why do you inginunate! Why not he manly?

Mr. Munsie: What about the 500 cases
of butter? Do you know anything abont it?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon,
member fdoes not kvow whether suy butter
has been sent back or mnot.

Mr. Mansie: Do you knnw!

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: No, I
do not,

Mr. Munsie: You cannot answer the ques-
tion then, and T eannot either.
Mr. Teesdale: And vou
whetler it went back or not.
The MIXTSTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
her for Coolgardie wanted to know what
was the policy of the Government regarding
assistance to indostries, T thooght it
was fuite ¢lear that the Government have
aszsisted in the establishment of various in-
dustries, amwd if members consider that the
Giavernment shoulil not use their judgment
and aceept regponsibility when eoufronted by
a erisis afferting the life of an industry,

then [ eannot belp it.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Why not give the
information to the Committee?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
leader of the Opposition would have taken
the samc aetion himself.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, but we wonld have
given the information to the Committee.
Why don’t you do so now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
dealing with the member for Coolgardie. |

do not eare



trast that policy of assisting industries,
ag: I have mentioned, will be continued
1 Dbelieve that if the leader of the
Opposition were on the Ministerial side of
the llouse he would continue it as we arc
doing. o far as this unfortunate lot of
butter is concerned, the Government gave a
guarantee that this botter should be paid
for. What is the amount of the guarantee?
If we lost the lot, it would oaly run into
about £1,500 or £1,600,

Hon, P. Collier: That is nothing to a
country with o deficit of about five mil-
lious,

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS: A

straw shows which way the wind blows and
if the Government were wrong on a prin-
ciple like that, they might be wrong in
larger matters, In this particular transae-
tion, the Government have given a gnaran-
tee that the payment for this butter will be
shouldered by the Government if mnecessary.

Mr. Munsic: Payment to whom?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
persons from whom the butter has been
bought. The Government have given the
guarantee in order to assist an  industry
whieh they bhave been helping to develop.
Surely if the Government have done wrong
in following the lecad of the Labour Gov-
ernment-——

Mr. Mansie: Don’t try that game on,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is the allegation of the
member for Perth correct? )

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I dealt
with the member for Perth as I will deal
with any other member who makes the same
allegations.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Do you say it was nof
correct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Perth said the Government made
use of the Commission for improper pur-
poses. .

Mr, O'Loghlen: He said that the Minis-
ter and the representatives of the Butter
Factories Assoeiation and the Prices Regu-

lation Commission met in conference to-
gether. Ts that correet? -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
memhber for Perth made a statement:

Mr. O’Loghlen: Oh, answer me.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Your

bluff will not stop me. The member for
Perth said that the Government used the
Commision for improper purposes, If the
Sianding Orders would allow me to say what
T would sy if I were outside, I would say
it was a walicious lic. Ae the Standing
Orders do not permit me to do so, T cannot
sny that now.

Mr. OO'TLoghlen: That is very elever, but
¥ou have not given an answer. T do not
know whether yvou are aware of the facts.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Porth made another statement.
Will the member for Forrest father this
statement of his? f‘The Committee was
grossly misled in the interests of the loeal
producers.’’
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Mr. O’Loghler: Did thke Minister for
Agriculture meet the Prices Regulation
Commiseion and the butter producers in
conference?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: [ do not
know.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is the whole point.
We want to know if that is corrcet.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: 1 cannot
tell the hon. member.

Mr, O’Loghlen; That is the point to De
cleared up,

The MINISTER TFOR WORES: What
does the hon. member want? What is the
objeet of thia? Ts he chargiag the Qovern-
ment with «oing something dishonourable

Mr. Munsie: T have no sueh intention.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: At
worst, all that can he charged against the
CGoverament is an errar of judgment. Tt
hns taken three honrs of the time of the
Committee to cxplain this matter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Two hours of that
was taken by your side of the onse.

Mr. Lambert: Do yon appreciate the fart
that we have the right to an explanation?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKR: Fvery
member has a right to have an explanation
hut no member has a right to make charges
agninst the Government unless he is pre-
pared te stand up to them like a2 man.

Mr. Lambert: Tifc memher for Perth is
one of your supporters,

The WMINISTER FOR WORKS: No
member has a right ‘0 stand up and charge
the Government with improper conduet unm-
less he is prepared to substantiate his
charge.

Mr. Lambert: Do not bracket me with the
member for Perth. All T ask for is an ex-
planation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member cannot get any wmore explanation
from me, as T have no more to give. All T
ean say is that whatever i in the minds of
hen. members, judging by the debate, there
is no foundation for thelr complaint. Thae
only hand the Government have had in the
affair has Deen to assist -the butter pro-
ducer. And that assistance has not been con-
fined to the butter industry, for other in-

dustries also have been assisted Dy the
Government. ‘

AMr. Munsie: Will the Minister auswer thiy
question?

The CHATRMAN: Order! T will not call
very many more times withont naming some-
hody.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 8o moch
has been said on so little foundation that [
am justified in asking hon. members to forinm-
Inte their charges, if they have any.

My, Lambert: We are merely asking for
an cxplanation,

The MINISTER FF'OR WORKS: I can give
no further explanation to the hon. member.
Let him give notice of n string of questions
for the next sitting, and we will furnish the
answers.
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Mr. Lambert: Why not postpone the argu-
ment until an explanation can be obtained
from the Minister for Agrienlture?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We will
not postpone it. We have been very genercus
in allowing this discussion at such length.

Hon. P. Collier: In allowing!

Mr. O'Loghlen: Answer the question now,
and it will finish it. :

Mr, MUNSIE: The Minister admits that
if the Government make a loss on the 250
toxes of hutter it will amount to about £1,700,
Will the Minister give an assurance that the
guarantee entared into by the Government
does not implicate the Government any fur-
ther than the 350 boxes of butter? That is
what T want to know.

Mr, Teesdale: If this debate goes much
further it will get us all e¢hueked out.

Mr, MUNSIE: On a previcus occasion T
was nearly three hours trying to get the Min-
ister to give us a definite assurance about an-
other matter. We did not get that assurance,
hut merely a vague promise that no moncy
would be paid until Parliament met., Now
we are on the cve of another recess, and we
finml the Government are jmplicated in some-
thing else.

The Minister for Works: Not implicated
at all. That is an offensive word,

Mr. MUNSIE: Well, they are committed
to o seheme which, if it goes wrong, will cost
tham nearly £2,000. I want an assurance
from the Minister that there shall be no
further ecomplications in conneetion with the
guarantee given,

The Minister for Works: How can you
et an agsurance of that sort? Whoe ean tell
what may happen to-morrow?®

Mr. MIUNSTE: There is the point! The
Minister admits that no one ecan say what it
is going to cost.

The Minister for Works: No. What T re-
miarked was, who can tell what will happen
to-morrow?

Mr. MUNSIE: T want te know whether
the eommitment will end with the 250 boxes
of butter, or ir it likely to cost the country
any more?

The Minister for Works: As far as T know,
it ends there.

Mr. MUNSIE: As far as you know! That
is but poor aatisfaction,

The MINISTER 1"OR MINES: There has
heen & good deal of eomment over the faat
that I saw the Minister charged with the ad-
ministration of the Prices Regulation Aect.
Mr. Colebateh is the Minister charged with
that administration. Apy Ministerial aet
nrising out of a decision of the Prices Regn-
Iation Commission is submitted to him for
approval. This matter was dealt with by the
Cemmission in couferenee with the butter pro-
dneera of the State, owing to a statement T
made that there was surplus butter in the
State while importations were coming from
the Fastern States, and that while the price
was fixed at 2s. 8d. the importation could not
profitably he carried on. A conference was
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held. ‘Fhe Commisgion adhered to 2s. 8d. as
a maximum—notwithstanding that the butter
vost 29, 7lyd—subject to the committee re-
presenting the loeal producers undertaking to
take the butter off the hands of the importers
at landed cost. The cost of picking it up was
guaranteed by the Government, and a further
indemnity given by the producers that the
iovernment would suffer ne loss. That was
the arrangement made. Ts it simple enough?

Mr. Munsgie: Aud it ends there?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It ends
there. When the matter wns first discussed,
it wag estimaledl that the guarantee might run
te £15,000; but it ended with the 250 boxes.

Mr, Lambert: That explanation could have
heen given us at 6 o’elock.

The MINTSTHKR FOR MINER;
that.

Mr. AMumsie: You did not.

Hon, P. COLLLER: At the risk of incur-
ring the displeasure of the member for Roe-
buuene, [ should like to say a word or two.
The hon. member in a rather heated man-
ner—— ’

Mr. Teesdale: No, regretful.

ITon, . COLLTER: Rogretful if you will,
wanted to know what the ohject of the Op-
position was in raising this discussion. Tic
wants to know what is wrong. My point is
this—and here comes in the question of sup-
ply and demand so ferociously argued by the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) to-night.
He says that the law of supply and demand
will reduce the price. The law of supply and
demand lias not redueed the price of toeal
hutter to the consumers. The action of the
tovernment in bhacking the butter manufae-
turers has not tended to allow the supply to
flow freely into the State; it has tended
rather to eliminate, or at least to restrict,
the law of supply and demand. The action
nf the Government has had the effect of
raiging the price of local butter to the con-
sumers to the extent of 24 or 3d, or 4d. per
pound. Will the member for Rocbourne say
it i3 not well worth the time of the House to
discuss a question which concerns the whole
o* the consuming public to the extent of 3.
or 4d. por pound on the butter consumed?

Mr, Teesdale: There is no proof.

Hon. I”. COLIIER: There is proof. The
present price of local hutter is 2s. 84, Prior
to the arrangement made by the Government
laeal butter could be purehaged at 2s. 5d.
The effeet of this arrangement has been to
raise the price of local butter to the general
consumer, That is where 1 question the wis-
dom of the Government's action in hacking
the butter producer. The mewher for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) during the present acssion
hkas moved n motion asking that the Gov-
ernment shonld protest to the Tederal Gov-
ernment againgt the imposition of protective
duties. The hon. member stands uncampro-
misingly for freetrade. He gays the farmer
shonld have the right to purchase all his re-
quirements in the open market, that his
goods should come here free from any im-

T told you
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position of the tariff. The attitnde of the
hon. member really is that the farmer should
have free trade when he is purchasing, but
should have good, substantial Government
protection for all that he has to sell

Mr. Pickering: Does he get it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Now the hon. member
is again shifting his ground. If he were true
to his principles he wonld object to this sys-
tem of affording potcction to the butter pro-
ducers.  The hon. member wants it hoth
ways, free trade for the farmer’s purchases,
and high protection for his sales. Butter must
not be allowed to flow freely into Western
Australin, Government asistance must be re-
fuigitioned to eut it out. Protect the far-
mer when he has something to sell, but let
him get the Dencfit of the world’s marketis
when he wants to purchase something.

Mr. Pickering: 1 have not spoken on this
subject,

Hon. P. COLLITR: The hon. member has
submitted his motion this session, and we
all know that he stands for free trade, for
a free flow of eommerce, but that when it is
a question tike the price of loeal butter he
waunts protection right wp to the hilt. It is
a matter of the uatmost importance te the
conguming publie, this 2d. or 34. or 4d. per
pound -extra on the price of buiter. We are
not even permitted to bny Enstern butter at
the price fixed by the Commission. And in
so far as we have lent protection to the
loeal producer, he has taken advantage of
that protection to raise the priee of butter
to local consumers,

Mr. Teesdale. The Government have taken
2., 11d. butter off the market and sold it at
2s. 8d. .

Mr. ’Loghlen: Tt is in the eold store.

Hon, P. COLLIER: They have not dis-
posed of it. .

Mr. O’Loghlen:  And in threc months’
time it will be sold at 3s. 1d. per pound.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T feel quite confident
as T snid corlier this evening—and the state.
ment hias not heen denicd—that the Eastern
States shipment of 250 boxes of butfer has
heen purchased for 2z 714d. a pound, that
these people have it sceurely locked away in
eold storage, and that when the loecal sup-
ply gives out and the market is no longer
required for the loeal prorduct, the purchasers
of that butter will release it from sold stor-
age and will prebably charge 2s. 11d. or 3s.
a pound for it. They will make a profit on
the deal. The Priees Regulation Commis-
sion will rnise the priee from 2s. 8d. to 2s.
114, or d9. per pound,

The Minister for Works:
profit will be about £147.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tt iz very easy for
the Minister to talk about a profit of only
£147, but an inerease of 3d. o pound in but-
tor- -the difference between 25, 8d. and 2s.
11d,—is of vital importanee to the average
working lhouseholder, Lf that butter had been
sold when it came lhere, it would have been
available to the publie at 2s. 8d. & pound, be-
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cause the puvchasers could not have charged
more for it. Later on, however, that same
butter, which could and would have been sold
at 2s. 8d, will be sold at probably 3s. a
pound. I am prepared to go as far as most
members in endeavoring to encourage loeal
production. The record of the Labour party
for five years is a guarantee of that fact, not
only with regard to the mon engaged in the
production of butter, hut to those engaged
in all other prodnetion.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
triment of others.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Our rceord stonds,
and it shows that we have meted out fair,
legitimate and honest treatment to the for-
mers, but I ecannot shut my eyes entirely to
the rights of the consuming public. I am
not going to keep the producer in mind all
the time and exclude from consideration the
consumer. That is what my friends opposite
do. They look through the speetacles of the
producer all the time and of the producer
only. T do not blame them. The producers
play an important part in building up and
developing the State. They need and they
are justified in receiving legitimate Gov-
ernment asgistance, but not to the exelusion
of those people who are not producers.

Mr. Johnston: Toeal supplies are keep-
ing the price of butter down.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Leecal supplies have
not kept down the price of these 250 hoxes
of botter. The local price is 2s. 8d. per
pound and that butter eould have been
sold for 2s. 8d. a pound. Althengh we have
had the assistance of twe Ministers in ad-
dition to the member for Rochourne, who has
lent his aid and adviee to the Mimsters, I
do not think that the matter has been cleared
up to the satisfaction of many members of
this House, and T de not think it has been
cleared up to the satisfaction of those mem-
bers of the public who are aware of it, Tf
the diseussion has served moe other purpose,
it will, if veported at length in the Press,
have the effect of enlightening the public
who are labouring under the disadvantage
of high prices, partieularly for butter. Thus
the diseussion will have served a good pur-
pose, and I hope it will make the Goverawment
enutiony with regard to any action they
take in future to assist any combination of
this kind te the detriment of the general
public.

Mr, PTCEERING: I did not intend to
speak on this subject, but in view of what
the leader of the Opposition has said, I feel
that T must justify myself. The leader of
the Opposition said that I moved a motion
for the aholition of the protective tariff on
all commodities used in primary induatriea.
That is quite true. While I recognise that
this is the correct policy for Australia ns a
whole, it is not fair for primary industries
to have to suffer under a high proteetive
tariff and pain none of the advantages.
Therefore, if for no other reason I awm justi-
fied in supporting the aection of the Govern-

But not to the de-
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ment in this matter. | have never heard in
this House a worse advertiscmient for West-
ern Augtralia than has been voiced to-night,
Not one voice has been raised from the Op-
position in favour of a Western Australiun
product like hutter,

Hon. P. Collier: There has been nothing
said agoinst butter from thiz side of the
House.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, there has boen.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The only thing said
againgt it was said by the member for Bun-
bury,

Mr. PICKERING:  The whole eomparison
hits been to the detriment of the produce of
Western Australia,

Hou. . Collier: That is not so.
leen a yuestion of prices.

Mr, PICKERING: T should like to read
a few words from the *“ West Australian’' to
illustrate the position of butter produced in
Woestern Australia.

Hon. P. Collier:
read it.

Mr. PICKERING: Then I shall not read
it. The Western Australian butter reecntly
exhibited in Hendigo took top place againat
the best Vietorian bhutter.

Hon. P. Colliecr: 'The hon. member necd
not direet his argument to this side of the
House. The aguality of Western Australian
butter was never questioned by us,

Mr, PICKERING: The reason why West-
ern Australinn butter hag wot brought the
same price as Iagtern States butter is he-
cause it ig belittled by peaple tiving in West-
ern Australin,

Hon. P. (ollier: By whom? You must
not charge this side of the House with that
sort of thing,

Mr. PICKERING: The whole trend of
the argement was in that direction.

Mr. .O'Loghleu:  The member for Bun-
bury was the only one who mentioned it and
he spoke the truth.

Hon. P. Colliecr: T rise to a poiut of
order.  The hon. member has charged =ome
member on this side of the House—he has
not mentioned whom—with having spoeken
disparagingly of the quality of Western Aus-
tralian butter, [ protest against the state-
ment of the hon. member because no sneh re-
mark was made by any speaker on this shle
of the House. The quality of Western Aus-
fralian butter was questioned by a membor
sitting on his own side of the House, hnt hy
1o member of the Opposition.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for
North-East Fremantle in speaking on this
subjoct, apart from any other moember,
diveeted attention to the faet that Western
Australian butter woulll not keep.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 did not. | said
that Western Australian  batter wax  not
graded, and this was the rveason why they
could not sell it.

Mr. PICKERING: Aad that Western
Australian butter was not equal to the Rast-
ern product. There is no question in my
mind about that.

It has

We know it hefore you
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Hou, W. ¢ Angwin: (o ahcad. ] shal
auswer you presently, ’

Mr, PICKERING: [ contend that West-
ern Australian Dutter is equal in quality to
auy butter manufactured in Australin.  Yet,
the produection of butter in Western MAustralin
has beeu helittled.

Hon. W, (, Anpgwin interjected,

Mr, PICKERING: When [ interjected
somie fime ago, T was called to order.

Ton. . Uollice:  You have no right to
persist in saying that we  guestioned  the
quality of Western Australinn butter.

Mr, PICKERING: | differ in that re-
ward.

The CHAIRMAX: The member for Sus-
sex made charges against the Qpposition. T
have listened to every word of the debate and
I have not heard a word by one member on
the Oppogition side of the TTouse to the de-
triment of butter produced here, other than
the statement made by the member 1or North
East Fremantle that our butter was not
graded, The member for Sussex will please
confine his argument to the yuestion before
the Chair,

Mr, PICKERING: I must accept your
ruling, Mr. Chairman, although my opinion
remains as before. T say that the hutter
industry in Western Auastralin has passed
through very strenuous times hefore attain-
ing its present position,

Mr, Smith: It hag had a hot time to-
night.

The Minister for Works: Yes, 1 wonder
it has not melted.

Ar, PICKERING: The Vietorian butter

industry was cstablished under a honus of
2d. or 3d. a pound from the Government.
The Western Australian butter industry has
to struggle through witheut any such nssist.
ance, I have represented n hutfer produc-
ing district for @ good many years. T ve-
member® when there were scven contribotors
to the Busselton hutter factory. To-day our
butter factories are supplying the whole of
Western Aunstralia’™s  requirerients, Last
year, when the pesifien was semewhat simi-
lar and shipping tonnage was searvee, the
Government permitted boat space from the
East to be filled with butter hrought from
the TBastern States  in competition with
lovally produced butter whieh we ¢ould not
sell,

We. JTohaston: And exeluding things which
we wanted.

Hon. P. Collier: As a heliever
frade you could not objeet to that.

Mr. PTICKERING: When free trade culs
hoth ways T bhelieve in i1, The nnfortunate
producer of Dhutter was in the pogition of
Traving to pay cold storage charges on every
pound of butter manufactured in the State.

Mr. O'Lioghlen: A big quantity of the
butter is eoming from the wheat distriets.

Alr. PTCKERING: 1 do not mind where
it iy eoming from, so lang us it is produced
in Weatern Austrafia. T want to see our
butter industry wgetting o fair deal in this
[{ouse,

in froe
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Mr, O’Loghlen: It is, too.

Mr. PICKERING; If the Government
have adopted such taetics as will emsure a
market for the producers of Western Aus-
tralia, I am hehind them every time and
all the time. 1 do not care if it costs the
Government £1,500 or £15,0001

Hon. P, Collier: Or 15 million pounds!

Mr. PICKERING:
which i3 vital to the State.

Mir. Smith: What about the priee-fixing
commission ?

Mr. PICKERING: The control of butter
haa resulted in the price being reduced by
3d. per pound. It may be said thut the price
of local butter has been inereased, but in
the main the consumer has secured hutter
for 3d. per pound less than would otherwise
have been the case.

Mr. Lambert: By being foveed to buy it.

Mr. PICKERING: The consumer has thus
been  assisting  to  establish an  industry
which will stick to him.

Mr, Lambert interjeeted.

Mr, PICKERING: When the hon. mem-
ber was speaking T did not interrupt lim,
and T hope he will allow me a few minntes
in which fo finish. Anything which ean be
done to encourage the butter industry ot
thia State should be done, and the same ap-
plica to any other industry. All sorts of
questions have been brought up in the
House when the prices of commodities were
against the consumers.  Take wheat and
potatoes. To-day we are faved with the
position that many potato growers will he
up against it through over production, Tf
we were in carnest in onr desives to proteet
the producer and give him a fair deal, we
should not quibble over this trifling guar-
antee given to men who are willing to meet
it if the oecasion should arise.

Heon. P. Collier: T am not ¢nibhling about
the guarantee.

Mr. PICKISRTNG: This guarantee has as-
sisted the butter produecers of this State.

Hon. P. Collier: To get a hizher price.

Mr. PICKERING: XNo, it has protected
the industry and enahled it to get the ripht
price.

Mr. Teesdale:
have to be paid.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt will not have to
be  paid; it ia  omly a gunarantee.
What s the fixed price for hutter in the
Fastern States te-day?

Mr. OLoghlen: Do von know?

Mr. PICKERING: Nn, but if the fixed
price is that ruling in this State, our pro-
fdueers are entitled to every petny of the
fixed price.

Hon, W, (', ANGWIN: I did nnt intend
to say anything wmore on this swbjeet.
When T introduced it T merely songht in-
formation. .

AMr, Jonegs: Have voun got it?

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: T have got a little
from the member for Bunbury. T wanted
tee know the reason why the loeal butter

The gnarantec may not

This is an industry-
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could not enter into competition with the
butter from the Eastern States. [ wanted
to know why there is any nccessity for the
Gavernment to give this guarantec,

Mr, Jolmston: One reason ig—-—-—

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The hon, membor
should Dbe the last man to speak, beeause
he cannot trust the Government in any-
thing unless it is in his favour,

Mr. Johnston: You do not
answer to your question,

Haon, W, 0. ANGWIN: T made the state-
ment that T had been informed by a retall
trader that the difficulty with the local
bHutter was that it was not graded, They
had asked repeniedly for it to be graded,
but thig was not done. They might get one
hox which gave every satisfaction to
cugtomers, but the next bex night be so
bad that they could not sell it. That 1s
the statement [ made. The wmember for
Bunbury told us the reason. He is the only
member who has given us any reason. He
said it was becausc the loeal butter would
not keep for more than a few wecks.

Mr. Moneyv: Indefinitely.

Hen, W, (. ANGWIN: The hon. member
said it would not keep for more (han a few
weeks, Tle said it was necessary for the
butter to he put on the market immedi-
ately.  That is a very good reason indeed.
At the same time, and with all due regard
for the bulter factories we are starting in
this State, } wonld point out that the Bun-
bury butter factory paid when butter was
on the market at 1s, 11d. a pound.

Mr. Mouev: Bran and pollard were then
only half the price,

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: 1t is also true
that loral butter wag sokl in the stores In
Porth cheuper than the imported butter. If
the arrangement swggested by the member
for Perth wag actually made, it was o wrong
oue Tor the Government to make, Tf 1 could
prove for certain that this action was takon
I would wmove that the Commissioners be
dizmissedl.

Mr. TPeesdale: 14 was only surmise on his
part,  He had no proof.

Haon, V. Callier: Tt is correct.

Hon, W, (', ANGWIN: T believe the Min-
ister for Works knew nothing about it, and
[ do not think he wounld bhe a party to a
transaction of that deseription. The ques-
tion was asked whether a Minister did not
in conjimetion with the butler people and
the Prices Regulation Commission make the
arrangement  suggested by the member for
Perth.

The Minister for Worka: T knaw mothing
abont it

Mo, W, ¢, ANGWTN: Some of the Min-
isters who do know somcething nbout it are
away from the Tonse. Country shows nare
certainly of importance, but the husiness of
the cuuntry ia of preater importance. Min-
isters showld he here to anawer these ques-
tions.

wint an
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Me, JOIINSTON: The member for North-
lZugt Fremantle asked a question and then
procecded to answer it; quite erroncously,
but to his own satisfactior. He asked why
the loeal retailers did not sell Western Aus-
tralian butter at this season of the year,
and his answer was that it was net graded
and would not keep.

Hon. W. . Anpwin: ! sald people had
told me that,

Mr. JOTINSTON: Last vear as well as
this year, we were able to supply practically
the whole of the loeal requirements. The
reason why the lecal butter factories have
trouble in getting their products on the max-
ket should be well within the knowledge of
the hon. member, from his acquaintance with
indostrial and trading eouditions. e should
know that the retailers prefer to sell the
loeal butter, that it is better than the im-
ported article, or at all cvents as good as
anything in Australia, but they say that if
they sell the leeal butter now and refuse to
buy the imported article, during the summnier
when we cannot supply our own reguirements,
they will get nothing from the Eastern
Htates, who will only supply those retailers
whao draw regularly their supplies from that
gource.  The question of grding amd qual-
ity referred to by the hen. memiher does
not enter into the matter at all. Tf it were
to enter into it, it would he to the advantase
of the local produet.

My, Willeock: And to the disadvantage
of the buyer,
My, JOHNSTON: The Narrogin butter

factory is producing four tons of butter n
week. Ef uny hon, member asked for that
butter he could test its grade and quality,
and T am sure e would find it to his satis-
foetion. [ have acecompanied dircetors of
the factory to retailers of butter, partieu-
Inrly at this time of the yecar, and the ro-
tailers have told us they would like to take
the Narrogin buiter and would prefer to
do so on aceount of the demand for it, but
they know that unless they take their nor-
mal supplies from the imported articie they
will be unahle to get it later on.

Hou. P. Collicr: That is where the Gov-
ernment onght to come in and see that these
supplies are forthcoming, even if they have
to purchase them from the Eastern States,

Mr. JOHNSTON:  Unfortunately there
are retailers in Western Australin engaged
in gelling Fastern States butter of an in-
ferior quality to our own, and who are pre-
pared te stop at nothing to keep the im-
ported article on the local market to the
detriment of our butter factories. I com-
mend the Government for the action they
have taken—I do not kuow exaetly what it
is—in that they showed a proper sense of
the responsibilities of their position in the
direction of protecting the local butter fac-
torica. The capital of the Government is
invested in these factories. The Busselton
factory in entirely n Government undertak-
ing, In other districts the Government have
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subsidised tho factories to the extent of
pound for pound und upwards on the capital
raised. It is the duty of the Government to
do this, and I am glad tbey have recog-
nised the necessity for protecting the monay
which people have invested in an inuvdustry
that is of such value to the State as & wealth
producer.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Goldfields Water Supply Undertak-
ing, £126,614:

Mr. MUNSIE: | see from tho Estimates
that the interest and sinking fund provided
is the same as that for last yenr. A Bill
wns bronght hefore us last session for the
purpose of reducing the amount paid in sink-
ing fund on thia scheme. T do not know
whether that Bill hns become law and re-
ceived the Royal assent or not. Tt is ve-
ported by those whe should be in a position
to know, that a scction of the pipe line
from the No. 8 pumping station te Cool-
gardie is in a partieularly bad way, I have
been informed that if the demand for water
on the goldfields again inereases, it will be
necessary to usd the forece pump at the No.
§ station, but that the use of this pump would

have to he preceded by the relay-
ing of the whole of that section.
The pipes arc said te be in such a
bad state  that they will not stand
the pressure of the force pump. The

method at present adopted is to pump
the water into tanks elevated to a eonsider-
abie height, and for the water to be allowed
to gravitate from the No, 8 pumping sta-
tion into Coolgardie,

The Minister for Works : That is the
principle of the whole scheme. As long as
the otber end is open there is hardly any
pressure at all.

Mr., MUNSIE: It has been ascertained
within the last two years, T am informed,
that the officers in ebarge could not get
the necessary quantity of water through
the pipe by this method of gravitation,
and that they had to wse the force pump
direet to the reservoir in Coolgardie, What
progress is being made with the manufac-
ture of pipes for the water supply to Hamp-
ton Plains? TIf the Bill, to which T have
referred, has not yet become law, it would
be as well if it were allowed to stand over
for n time, beeanse the probabilities are
that the CGovernment will have to find
sufficient money to re-lay the portion of the
track I have brought under notice.

The MINTSTER FOR WORESR: I believe
T am eorrcet in saying it has been found
that the eourse proposed by the Govern-
ment could not be followed. T will ascer-
tain the eorreet pusition and make a state-
ment on the subjeet next weck. It has only
hecen through the indefatigable supervision
and experience of the engineers in charge
of the pipe line that we have been able to
continue to use the track without disaster.



[11 NovEMBER, 1920.] 1598

Mr. Munste: You shonld give some credit
1o the employees and tho length ruoners.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When I
speal of the engineers I am not reforring
merely to the salaried officers, but to all
the men engaged on thig scheme, from the
oy to the head eagineer. All ave playing
their part eonseientiously and well on be-
hulf of the State, If it bad not been for
these men the pipes would net have been
able to do the work they are doing to-day.
Pipes are heing got together as quickly as
possible for the conveyanee of water to the
Hampton Plains, and the work of laying
these pipes will he procecded with as soon

as it i considered that a  favonrable
opportunity has arrived,  Probably the
hon, member  knows  Dbetter  than 1 do

the prospects of the Hampton Plains. | do
not know whether {he mines are tuorning
out well or not.  Presumably if the prospeets
of the field were not favourable the hon.
member wonld not be asking the Govern-
ment to lay 20 miles of pipes, Canks for
the service have been purchased.  They
formed part of the plant at one tine in
possesgion of the whaling company at
Albany.  The  Railway Department pur-
chased this plant under favourable terms,
and sold it to the Water Supply Depart-
ment under terms that were favourable to
the railways but net to the Water Supply
hepartment.

[Mr. Munsic took the (hair.]

Mr. HARRIBON: Is it stiil the policy of
the Government to cxtend water supplies
into the agricultural areas, and into certain
scttlements that have recently been taken
up? Have the Government pipes in stock
snitable for these extensions?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
plicy of the Government is that whenever
a0 extension is required and ean be profif-
ably carried ouwt, we do it; but we are not
prepared to put out uxtensiona swhere we
know that the income which will result
cannot be regarded ns even a vireumstance
in comparigson with the intetest and other
charges involved.  Severnl propositions re-
ferred to me during the past 12 months |
have been reluctantly compelled to turn
down. Omne of these related to Bruee Rock,
to  which district the hon, member’s re-
marks possibly referred, We do not keep a
stoek of pipes. To begin with, we have
not money for that purpose.

Hon. P. Collier: It would he a bad busi-
ness deal if you had money lving idle in
stnek like that.

Mr. Harrigon: Arve pipes procurable!

The MINISTER TFOR WORXS: During
the time T have been Minister we have not
had money to put pipes into stoek, and,
even if we had had the money. it iz doubt-
*ul whether we could obtain them. e
have had the greatest difficulty in obain-
ing 6in, pipes for the freezing works at

Wysilham, and the 3din. pipes tor Hampton
Plaing. We ean only obtain 3in. and 4in.
pipes in Western Australia from our own
State lmplement Works; and even there wo
have had much trouble in securing supplies.
Pipes to-day cost about £20 per ton; when
I was doing the Perth water works they
were being landed at about £5 per ton,

Mr. DUFF: I trust the Minister intends
te give cousideration to the Westonia
mines, which have been a prolifie source of
revenue to this country, They are paying
10s. per thousand guailons for water, The
high eost of wmiuing requisites to-dayv—L
sy nothing of the cost of labour because
1 vousider that labour veccives no morve
than it is worth—is uabsolutely against
any profit acerning to the eompunies, which
indeall  ave  just  existing, Were it
not for the advance in the price of gold,
thore mines wonld have to close down,
The Westonia extension of the Goldfields
Water Supply scheme has been & highly pay-
able proposition, and the Westonia wiiles have
Dbeen teying for a long time now to get the
1rice of water reduced from 10s. to 7s. Three
mines at Westonia ave using on an average
about £400 worth of water per month; and
that 12 quite apart from the town consump-
tion. Meeing that the Westonia extension was
paid for in the” first six months of ity use,
anid secing that the field has been going on
for cight or nine years, it is np to the Govern-
ment to grant a little reduction. The depart-
ment tell vg that they charge us 10s. becanse
we do not draw all onr water from their pipes,
but obtain some of it from our mines, That
exvuse has been nsed quite long enough.

Mr. TARRISON: The reason why 1 ques-
tioned the Minister with regard to extensions
is that this very evening [ rereived a letter
from settlevs ut Goomarin Hill, out north
from Burracoppin, stating that their great
difticulty in to get water; so T was wondering
whether the Goverument had pipes in stock,
I endorse the representations made by the
member for {'laremount with regard to the
Westonin mines, and [ wish to remind the
Minister that as a huginess proposition the
Westoiia extension of the Golilfields Water
Supply seheme has been on the highest mark
of profit to the department. The department
have lost the Edna May miue as o consumer,
and if other mines arve to be developed a re-
duction in the price of water is urgently
necessury., | suggest to the Minister that Le
shonld ge into the figures and should alse
watel the ehart which ia kept in the Water
Supply Deparviment’s head office, when he will
find that the Westonia extension is the most
profitable one he has.

Alr. LAMBERT: On this vote [ wish to
draw attention to the question of water sup-
plies to the small pastoralists along the pipe
track. The department should make a reason-
ahle effort to encourage those small pastoral-
ists, who have tzken up land alongside the
pipe track right up to Kalgoorlic.

The Mlinister for Works: Some of them can
look after themselves pretty well



1600

Mr., LAMBERT: 1 de not know what the
Minister is driving at.

The Minister for Warks: What about Cree-
don’s dam?

Mr. LAMBERT: Tf the Minister's experi-
eree in connection with that dam has been
unfortunate, it is probably owing to unbusi-
uesslike methods in the department, The
owner of the dam drove a hard bargain,
thaugh such action secms toreigu to Mr. Cree-
den, who has resided on the goldfields for
fully » quarter of a century und is known in
be a most generoug-hearted man, one who hag
assisted prospectors and others to the extent
of thourands of pounds. Possibly he regards
the arrangement relative to the dam as in the
nature of some return for the assistance he
has rendered to prospactors and others during
a number of years, Cheaper water for the
mines has been urged year in and year ow,
The water scheme must be controlled upon a
businesa basis, and [ think the Minister 1s
attemplingr g0 to control it. But that is not
the only consideration. There is the consid-
eration of fostering the effective settlemem
of the conntry alongside the pipe track and
the utilisation of that country for stock pur
poeses,  That can only come about if the Gov-
croment supply stoek nwners with water at w
reasonable price, especially during the hot
season, [t is impossible to raise eattle profit-
ably while water is charged at 7s. 6d. per
thousand gallons. As the Ainister knows,
some little time ago T seunt on a petition from
the amall stock owners in question.

Mr. Duff; But it is rougher still te mine
with water at 10s. per thonsand.

Mr. LAMBERT: True. 1t is generally
recomnised] that the mining industry, so far as
the arens 1 nm speaking abont are concerned,
must cnd soaner or later, and, therefore, from
the standpemt of the water schewe, that in-
dustry can hardly be considered on the same
hasis as primary production from the soil.
We must go back tu that nitimately, and T
hope that, so far u< is reasonably possible
and in keeping with the publie pulicy to ron
the water scheme ou commereial lines, the
interests of the snall stock raisers will he
congerveil,

Hon, W. €. Augwin: They are nssisted in
#ome centres.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is lower down,

Mr. Teesdale: Tn the North they are hanl-
ing water for very long distances.

The Minister for Works: Very long dis-
tances, indecd.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tn these areny it is im-
possible to raise eattle and Imy water at
75. 6d. per thousand gallons. There is u big
belt of eountry there capable of great earry-
ing enpacity if only the Government would
lend sympathetic consideration and  supply
water at a reasonable prier. Both Sir Henry
Lefroy wher Premier, and the present Pre-
inier have agreed that something should be
done to assist settlement and promote cattle
raiging wherever posaihle. The whele of the
goldficlds arcas rvight through te the Murehi-
son would provide good cattle country if only
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water were made available at a reasonable
price, It should ke the set policy of the Gov-
ernment to encourage the small cattle raisers.
I presented a petition dealing with this mat-
ter, and T rvecognise that it is not for the
Minister to ddeal with it offbandedly, as it
affects the revenve of the State. [ know that,
generally speaking, the permanent heads of
the Water Supply Department are opposed to
a reduction in the prive of water.

The Minister for Works: They are anot.

Mr, LAMBERT: 1 said that generally
speaking that would be their attitude.

The Minister for Works: They have
nothing to do with it. It resta with the Gov-
ernment, not with them. Why bring in the
officers of the department at all? 1f any-
thing is wrong, piteh into the Miuvister and
the Government. .

Mr, LAMBERT: T thought the Minister
would rely to some extent apon the assist-
anee and advier of the responsible officers, 1
know the Miuister for Water Supply is fairly
gelf-contained in that respect, but I thought
fhat, to some extent, he might counsult the
permanent heiwds in mattees of this deserip-
tion, T hope that in this partieulnr instance
he will not conswlt them, hnt will act in ac-
cordunce with his own commonsense. In a
propesition sueh as this, T Ao not think that
the revenue of the Water Supply Departmnent
will he detrimentally affected, bearing in
wind that it will prebably mean the estab-
lishment of a permanent industry,

The Minister for Works: RBring forward
a practical deheme and then we will talk
about it. | want no wild cat scheme.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased to hear
the Minister say that. I trust that he will
give sympathetic consideration to my pro-
posals. The Government have put down wells
and dams und have in every possible way
erdeavonredl to encourage scttement in
other parts of the State, and 1 hope that
they will deal sympathetically with  the
small pastoralist en the castern goldfields.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIX: [sit the intentien of
the Government, having regard to the emi-
nwently satisfnctory prices the farming com-
munity are getting for their produee, to see
that the water supplies to the agricultural
areas are made to pay in the foture. Some
time ago the Minister reduced the charges,
and last vear the Goldfields Water Supply
Department contributed abont £10,000 to the
agrienltural distriets. Now that the farming
sommunity have increaséd revenue eoming in
I think it only fair that this logs should e
made good. Tun view of their present pros-
parous eondition they should pay for the
water thev reecive,

The Miniater for Works:
that.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: The State should
not be called upon to make up a loss of
£10.000 thia year. Tt was £9,000 last year.
A definite promise was made by the farmcrs
that they would pay all the charges if the

I agree with
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water supply were carried to them.
seagons followed and the Minister
generously with them,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I would like the Min-
ister to give us smme information regarding
the proposal to extend the pipe line through
Lelka and Totadjin to Broee Rock. I think
the Minister mentioned something about the
cost a little while ugo.

The Minister for Works: Speaking from
memory, there were three schemes, and the
highest estimate was about £130000. The
scheme was not within the realms of prac-
tical polities.

on, P, COLLIER: I understand it is the
intention of the Government at present to
take up the pipe line which is laid to Bulong
at the end of the yenr or at the beginning of
the new vear. If that is se, T trust that the
Government will not persevere with that pro-
posal.  The Minister probably knows that
there are severnl pastoralists in that district
and during recent years holdings have been
taken up all round there. These holdings
have been used for stock raising purposes, A
eongifderable proportion of the goldfields meat
supplics are drawn from round that distriet.
The pipe line has been of great henefit to
the digtrict, and in fact is the only source
of water supply there. The difficulty in the
district and particolarly in those parts not
served by the goldfields water scheme s
the question of water supply for the stock.
One man—>Mr, Creedon—lost nearly 1,000
head of stock during ome of the recent drv
SCABODS,

The Minister for Works: He had ws all

right.
‘MMon, P. COLLIER: I know nothing of
that, He is not served by the Bulong pipe

line, but has eonserved sufficient water for
his own requirements. However, others in
the district are served by the pipe line, and
in eonsequence have taken no steps to con-

scrve water for themselves. If the pipe line
is taken wup, they will be practically
stranded,

The Minister
a year’s notice.

Hon, P. COLLTER: One cannot in a year
construct sufficient dams to conserve water
necessary for all requirements.

Mr. Johnston: The mines may revive.

Tfon. P. COLLIER: That is another as-
peet. Tt i3 an old mining town, and one ean
never tell when it may revive. If there
should be a revival, the department will be
put to the expense of re-laying the torn-up
pipe line.. That has been illustrated at Mt,
Mounger during the present year. Moreover,
these pipes have been down for a aumber of
years, amd it is questionable whether they
will he found to he sufficiently preserved to
e of use elsewhere. I hope the Minister
will reconsider the decision,

_The Minister for Works: T will give them
all the sympathy T have.

Mon, P. COLLIER : T am quite seriong in
my tvemarks, and I hope the Minister will
sympathetically consider the matter.

for Works: They have had
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Mr. JOUNSTOXN: | wish to say a few
worlds in regard to the proposed removal of
that pipe line. Represoutations have been
made to me and others by members of the
Primary Droducers’ Association, and the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker} be-
fore leaving the Chamber just now asked me
to speak in hiy belialf. The dams in that dis-
trict are very unreliable. I am tolil that the
pipe line is in a state of disrepair, and that
the small pastoralists out there do wmost of
the repairs themselves,

The Minister for Works: They (o not.

Mr, JOHNSTON: They do a consider-
able amount of repairing at their own ex-
pense simply because they do not want the
facility removed. The pipes are continually
leaking and, I am convinced, wil] not stand
tremoval. The pastoralists have some hun-
dreds of ecattle in the lecality, and will be
faced with ruin if the water supply ia tuken
away. The member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Lambert) urged that the price of the water
should be reduced; but I am autborised to
say that if the existing pipes are allowed
to remain the pastoralists will be prepared
10 continue to pay the curremt price.

The Minister for Works: And will they
pay up all the arrears?

Mr. JOENSTON. 1t is news to me that
there are any arrears.

The Minister for Works: T do not know
that there are.

Mr. JOHNSTON: To tear up thiz line
would be poor faith on the part of the Gov-
ernment in the future, whether of the gold-
fields distriets or of the pastoral areas. Tt
will ruin a district that to-day is producing
wealth, and will consigr it back to the ab-
original and the dingo.

The MINISTER FOR WORKR: The
members for Claremont (Mr. Duff) and for
Avon (Mr., Harrison) had something to say
about the Westonia water supply. I will go
into the question of the price we are charg-
ing and see whether it is possible to do any-
thing. Nobody knows better than the mem-
ber for Claremont that two of the best
mines there have petered out.

Mr, Duff: No.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: T under-
atand that two have shifted their machi-
nery. The road beard have applied for
special grant to put five miles of road in
order, hecanse the distriet is going down
owing to the mines petering out.

¥r. Duff: Nobody knows better than I
what is happening there.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Either
the road board have put forward a false
ease, or else the hon. member does not know
the distriet. The road board said that twe
of the big mines had shifted their machi-
nery and so ent np five miles of road. How-
ever, I will have inquiries made. As to the
supply at Burracoppin, T will look into that
question and, if possible, assist those peo-
ple. The member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) is very much conccrned about the
supply of water to the small settlers on the
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Bastern Goldfields. Let the small settlers
on the goldfields to whom the hon, mem-
ber referred put their case plainly before me
and support it with facts, and I shali give
it overy consideration. Not only in that
distriect, but in other districts, people who
have wants are not always very particular
as to how they urge their requests. I have
received rcpresentations from small settlers
on the Eastern goldfields which whea in-
quired into, have beer found to bear a very
different aspect. My sympathies are always
with the small man. Let the hon. member
get the small  scttlers to put their case
plainly and X will help him, but it is of no
use bringing np a bolstercd-up case, be-
cause I never move until I have exhaunsted
every ingquiry that I think ought to be
made, TUnless the Government are sympa-
thetic, the hon. member procecded to say,
the scttlers would be this, that, and the
other. The Government are always sympa-
thetic. Every Government must be sympa-
thetic or its members would be unfit to
occupy these chairs. When the turn of the
lender of the Opposition comes to occupy
this side of the House, he and his col-
luagues will also have to be sympathetic.
Unless they are sympathetic and at the
same time honesi to the rest of the com-
" munity, they will have no right to occupy
these chairs. The hon, member also made
gsome reference to the officers. The duty of
the officers of the department is to place be-
fore the Minister the plain facts without
any bias. It is no particular credit to the
officers that they do so; they are simply
varrying out their duty, and from my ex-
perience they have done their duty. I think
the member for Boulder will say that when
he was Minister, the officers then did their
duty. In the Goldfields and other depart-
ments we have officers on whom a Ministor
can n his faith,
Hon. P. Collier: They are a very good lot.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But it
does not rest with the individual Minister
and it certainly does not rest with the
officers. Tf T had had the diagram here, 1
could have shown the hon. gentleman what
it costa to convey the water to Kalgoorlie.
T think it js 9a, 1%4d. per thousand gallons,
and about 7s, of that is swallowed up by in-
terest and sinking fund. The law will not
allow us to put that item aside. TIf it would
T am sure that the Promier and his  col-
leagues would be only too pleased to do so,
in order to bring the cost of water down to
a price which would simply return the cost
of pumping the water, tegether with pro-
vision for replacementa.
Mr. Lambert: That is the position which
wilt have to obtain witimately.

The MINISTER YOR WORKS: The
member for North-Eazst Fremantle stated
that, as the farmers in the wheat areas had
heen doing fairly well during the last year
or two, it should not be unreasonable to ask
them to pay up their back debts and to keep

’
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}tI_Jeir accounts paid up. I quite agree witlr
him.

Mr. Tambert: Is the
gelly listening?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
members for Pingelly and Avon appear to
be conferring with the object, no doubt, of
advising their constituents to stump up as
quickly as they can, There iz far too much
money in arrcars for me to feel satisfied.
When T last looked at the items of arrears in
the outlying agricnitural distriets the
amount was about £26,000.

Mr. Lambert: Shame!

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: I o
not say shame. My instructions to the offi-
cers are to tell these farmers that if they
do not pay up, I shall cut off the water, and
I intend to do it. Theve is no question abont
that. Tf, as I Delieve, they are making
monev and good money and likely to make
move money, it iz only right to expeet them
to pay their debts. I am pleased that dur-
ing the last few months we have reeeived n
larger proportion of payments from the
agrieoltural distriets than ever befove, and

member for Pin-

T believe that before six onths are
over this outback indebtedness will be
paid. Tt is my intention to get the money

in, If they have the moncy with which to
pay, and a lot of them have, because they
are going in for varions luxuripg—

Mr. Duff: Moter cars.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: One of
the luxuries should be to pay their debts.
The member for York—T think Vork is his
distriet, thongh he might he termed the mem-
ber for the whole State, the champion
letter writer of Australia—spoke of places
called Totadjin, Bruce Rock, and so forth.
We must lhiave three sehemes and none of
the schemes we could get out would have
given anything like a decent return to the
Government, and they had to be turned down,
I' think the amount was £136,000—T cannot
say definitely from memory—but on  the
main principle that the selemes would not
pay T am right. The leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke of removing the pipe line
which s laid to Bulong. The decisien to take
up the pipe line was not hurriedly arrived at.
We received a petition bearing S0 names. T
had it investigated and, if the information
given to me was corrcct—and 1 have no
reason to doubi it—a lot of the names there
were those of former restdents. They might
be land owners, hnt they did net reside in
Bulong, and the only genuine uames were
those of four or five persous. The Govern-
ment have no desire te injure any body of
men and 1 shall have further inguiry made.
It 1 am satisfied that the ease is as repre-
sented by the hon. member, T shall recon-
sider the question.

Hon. P. Collier. The Minister will under-
stand that the numbers there at the present
might not warrant retaining it, but it is not
only the numbers concerned which should he
considered.
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* The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
nmember is a great believer in majority rule.
If for the purpose of supplying water to a
large community T can take a pipe supplying
only o few persons, I have a right to take
it for the good of the greater number.

Hon. P. Colliecr: That is false reasoning.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin who got up as far
as Pulong, spoke of the small pastoralist,
and +aid the Government had little faith in
the district. .

Mr. Johnston: T said you would show
little faith in the distriet if you removed
that pipe line.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T quite
understand the hon. member’s desire to place
this matter in the proper light. If he will
only give the Government, inecluding myself,
ereilit for being not tyranmical or foolish,
but for hringing to bear judgment and ex-
pericnee to do what we think best——

AMr. Johaston: T give you all that.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: And if
he will display a little of the faith of Thomas
DPidemus, [ think he will ind that things will
turn ount all right.

Vote put and passed.
Votes—Government  Refrigerating Works,

£4,149, TKalgoorlie  Abattoirs, £3,358—
agrecd to.
Vote—2Metropolitan  Abattoirs and Snle-

varde, £12,011:

Mr. DAVIES: T wish to direct the Min-
ister’s attention to the neeessity for roofing
the peus at the Midland Junction abattoirs.
There are several disused wheat sheds near
by, which might be purchased cheaply to
supply the material. 1t has been stated on
good anthority that there were thousands of
sheep in the pens sweltering jn the leat of
the swmmer and drenched during the winter,
and that it is essential for the meal supply
of the metropolitan arca that these pens

he roofed. I hope that the Minister will
give this question sympathetic considera-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
taken a note of this and will bring it before
the Alinister for Agrienltnre. The number
of eattle held in the abattoirs last year was
19,416, sheep 359,313, and pigs 7,844, a total
head of stock of 386,573,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drain-
age, £07,213:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When wo were
dealing with the Budget I made a statement
that there appeared to be a profit of over
£30,000 under this headiag. Since then T
have seen the halance rheet. According to
this balance sheet my statement was incor-
rect. The Minister in reply pointed out that
there was a considerable loss last year and
not o profit. I did not make the statement
wilfully, but made it becavse of the manner
in which the Estimates were drawn up. If
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hon. members will look at Ttem No. 11
they will sec that interest and sinking fund
on debentures, £33,510, is marked (b). This
is so marked to draw members’ attention to
the foot note. We find that the intercst and
sinking fund, including provision made vnder
speeial  Aets, account for approximately
£76,000, T naturally formed the opinion
that the £13,510 marked (b) was a portion
of the £76,000, That is how the mistaks
occurred. The Estimates are to blame for my
having placed the Minister in a wrong light
in this direction. Although the halance sheet
shows o loss of a little over £6,000 last
year, the undertaking sinco it has been in
operation shows a profit of something about
£40,000 or £50,000. The Minister has not
served the people of the metropolitan arca
because of this loss of £6,000 i the same
manner as he has heen serving the people in
the country distrivts, Last year he redueed
the prive of water in the agrienltural areas
when we were losing thousamds there. Not-
withstanding that there is a very larpe
credit to  the wndertaking as a  whole
he has inercased the charge to the
people in the metropolitan area 2d. in the
pound. I hope the Minister will sca that
proper provision is made for an efficient
water supply in the metropolitan area, We
ghall have trouble again this summer,

The Minister for Works: That is so.

fTon. W. C. ANGWIN: T hope that this
summer will be the last oceasion when we
shall have to go short of water in the
metropolitan area,

Hon, P, COLLIER: The whole circum-
siances vurrounding the supply of water for
the city are so important as to warrant a
full disenssion, but at this late hour, and
with only a thin House, I do not feel justi-
fied in geing very fully into the mattor.
The water supply for the city is far from
satisfactory. The Minister himself will
adwit that, I do not blame the Govern-
ment altogether for this position, but there
is not an important city in Australia so
badly served in the matter of water supply
as Perth.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
that is correet,

Hon. P, COLLIER: I refer mainly to the
quality of the water. I do not know that
any capital eity in Australia works on
such a short supply during the summer
months a3 Perth has had to do in recent
years. This is an unsatisfactory state of
affairs. The capital of this State should
not be put on short allowance for several
months in the year,

The Minister for Works: It will have to
be done again thig year.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Before we have actu-
ally entered upon the summer we are told
that the water supply will be eurtailed at
au earlier pericd than wag the ease last
year, We may have to look forward in
Perth and the suburbs fo another short
supply. If we have a dry summer we may
have to go withount sufficient water for two
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months,  Apart from everything else, this
is very unsatisfactory o people who have
spent o lot of time and money on making
gardens around their homes, Worse than
that is the fact that for weeks at a time
the people will have to put up with street
dust becanse of the lack of water for the
strects. We shall find that 60 per cent, of
the waler we do get will be hore water,
and only 40 per cent, will come from the
hills, The fact that the Government have
recently put down a new hore to be operated
during the coming summer is in itscif proof
that the supply of bore water will be in-
creased, We all know that bore water is
mnsatisfactory, even if the supply is
sufficient. Meantime the man in the street
points out that Mundaring water is run-
ning to waste. The same may be said of
the water in the streams adjacent to Perth.

The Minister for Works: The Mclbourne
cngineer recommended that not u gallon
should be taken from Mundaring for Perth.

ilon. P, COLLIER: 'Then that expert
agrees with the poliey which I laid down,
While T was at the Water Supply Depart-
ment, the departmenial engineers went
fully into the question of supplying Pertn
from Mundaring; and, ag far as 1 remember,
all their opinions were against utilising
Mundaring water for the Perth supply, Tn
the circumstances it is wmot competent for
any Minister to say that such a proposal is
feasible. There is the question of money,
too, to be considered, But, even if money
does not become cheaper, the question of
making an early start on the procuring of
a hills supply for Perth must be given
prompt congideration, To complete that
seheme will take about four vears, a eir-
cumstanee which should bring home to us
the imperative ncecssity for the making of
an ecarly start; otherwise, each year as the
summer ¢omes round we shall have to go
without that supply of water which is essen-
tial to the comfort and convenience of the
people.  Further, there is the question of
the guality of hore water. Some little time
ago the Premier told us that he had been
offered n million from Loudon, and that he
had refused it as he &id not want it. I
suggest he wants some of it for a water
supply for Perth, The charges for water
have been inereased lately.

The Minister for Works: The water rate
has been increased from 10d. to 18, in the
pound.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Has the storm water
rote been inereased?

The Minister for Works: It cannot be in-
creased, as we are up to the limit.

Ton. P. COLLIER: T am glad to hear
that, but I wish the limit were lower. I
lock npon the storm water rate, in so far as
it affeets some parts of the metropolitan
arca, as rank robbery. It is robbery in the
district where I reside. There we have to
pay 54. in the pound storm water rate, and
get no benefit whatever from, it. In other
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parts of the wmetropolitan arca, of course,
the residents do benefit from the payment of
the storm water rate, since those parts are
furnished with storm water drains. As re-
gards the water supply, the guantity of the
supplyl deereases and its quality becomes
inferior while the rate keeps mounting. May
we hope that within a reasonable time a
start will be made towards obtaining ar
adequate supply of fresh water for Perth
from tho hills?

The MINISTER T'OR WORKS: The foot-
note which misled the member for North-
East Fremantle should have been more ex-
plicit.  As regards water supply, undoubt-
cdly restrictions on the use of water will
have to be imposed during this summer, and
in my opinion during next summer alsn. The
only meang of quickly augmenting the sup-
ply at our dispesal has been and is the put-
ting down of additiennl hores. Tn the case
of the Oshorne Iark bore, we expeeted to
have to go down to a depth of 1,500 or
1,600 feet; but I am pleased to state that
the bere iz now down ahout 700 feet and is
yielding at that depth a supply of water
equal to three.quarters of a million pgallons
per day—and water of a quality which leaves
nothing te bho desired.

Hon. P. Collier: As bore water gocs,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, It
ig ay good water as ean be got from Mun-
daring woir

Hon, P. Collier: How long will it last?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: How can
I tell? This bore water is practically cool,
while as a rule hore water is hot. With
the money left unexpended from this hore,
I have deeided to put down another bore in
the vieinity, in the hope of catching what
the cengineers believe we shall cateh, another
supply of artesian water,

Hon. P. Collier: T am very sorry to hear
it.

The MINIETER FOR WORKS: What
are we to do? We cannot get water by any
other means. Are we to refrain from put-
ting down bores and let the poeple go short
of waterf

Hon. P. Collier: So long as you get
enough water from bores, you will not tackle
the other acheme.

The MINTISTER IPOR WOREKS: Let the
hon. member apply himsclf to the practieal
question. As far as the water supply from
the hills i3 concerned:

Hon. P. Collier: If you believed in that,
why did you run away from pnblie eriticism?
You endorsed the Nicholson-road scheme and
then ran away from it because the public
criticised you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member will admit that——

Hon. P. Collier: Fon are an antherity on
water supply. You changed your mind very
quickly.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: If you
are going to talk that way, you are simply
insulting, I will not reply.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: If you are going to
talk that way, | will have somcthing to say.
I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion pat and a division taken with the
following result—

Ayes . 8
Noes .s 15
Majority against 7
AYEa.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Troy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willeock
Mr. Colller Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)
Mr. Munsle
Nonas,
Mr. Angele Mr. Money
Mr, Broun Mr. Mullany
Mr. Draper Mr. Plckering
Mr., Duft Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr, Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hickmott (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wag try-
ing to explain what the Government have done
regarding the water supply for the metropoli-
tan area. The importance and seriousness of
the position are admitted. The Government
do not attempt to minimise it but we have
to lock at the situation from a praetical
point of view in order to see what is the best
to he done. A scheme was put forward by
Mr. Lawson, the engincer for the metropoli-
tan water supply, which was merely carrying
ont & scheme proposed 30 years ago by a syn-
dicato with which I was conneeted. T may
therefore claim to know something about this
matter., Putting that aspect aside, however,
T will state that the scheme was put forward
by Mr. Lawson and the Government were
prepared to go on with it. The scheme in-
cluded the establishment of a weir at Nichol-
son-road. The people in the metropolitan
area and in the disgtrict affected by this por-
tion of the scheme, agitated against the pro-
posal. The mayor of Perth, the city counecil
and other bodies nrged that the matter shounld
be reconsidered by the Government. This
was done and it was decided to eall in an
expert from one of the other States to go
inte the whole scheme amd report .upon it.
That investigation was carried ouf, and T
think it was the right action to take in eall-
ing in a man of standing in the profession to
investigate the whole question apart alto-
gether from local prejudices and local hias,
The resnlt is that on the Table of the House
Ne the scheme and report of Mr. Ritchie of
the Metropolitan Board of Works in Mel-
bonrne.  Mr. Ritechis unhesitatingly turned
down the Nicholson-road scheme showing that
the proposition made by the local officer and
not endorsed by the people here, should not
be gone on with. That report has heen, and
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is still in the hands of the officers of the
dcpartment in order that it may be thoroughly
considered. The report contemplates the ex-
penditure of probably a million and a half
of money, and the Committee will readily ap-
preciate the faet that in the eircumstances
the report should be thoroughly examined in
all its aspects before steps are taken to carry
out the seheme in any form. Even if we
went on with that scheme now—naturally
there i3 no doubt that we shall go on with the
schome—we could not get the water from the
hills to the people in the metropolis within
thrvee years. It could not be done sooner, It
wouldl take time to get the material for the
maing and lay them ond construct the reser-
voirgs which arg involved in the scheme, I
do not want the Comumittee o think that in
referring te a period such as three years, we
are trying in any way to have the time ex-
tended, If L remain in my present office to
carey oot the work, the whole of my efforts
will be directed to getting the water down as
quickly a3 possible from the hills. T am
aware that what the leader of the Opposition
says rogarding the water from the bores is
latgely correct, and also that he has to pay
5d, in the pound for storm water rates.
Althongh he has to pay that amount, he is
not so badly off a3 T am. I had to spend
between £60¢ and £700 to get a water supply
at my home and yet I have to pay the water
ratec ag well, and the only direction in which
T can use that water ig for.sanitary purposes.
I cannot use it on my flower gardens or
lnwng ag it would kill the plants. We all
bave to pay rates in proportion te our hold-
ings, probably in inverse ratio to tho benmefit
we reeeive, Tor instance, I believe the rates
payable on the Palace Hotel run to about
£500 per annum and on the ANP, Buildings
to between £600 and £700 per annum. Would
anybody suggest that the water used on those
yremises is worth that mueh? Of ecourse not.
But the owners of those places have to bear
their ghare of the scheme, otherwise the
small man could not get water at all.

Hon. P. Collier drew attention to the state
of the House,

TBells rung, quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Again
we shall have to place restrictions on the use
of water. At Pickering Brook we aro build-
ing a service reservair which will supply a
considerable portion of Vietoria Park with-
out the water having to come to Perth first
and then return. It is not expected to have
that reservoir sufficiently advaneed to beof
much practical use this summer, but it will
be of wnse next winter and thereafter. At
Fremantle we arc building the Richmond
reservoir, which will be used for supplying
the ships with water from the hills, and im-
proving the supply in Fremantle. That regec-
voir will be of some use beforc the summer
ia over. Tt has a eapacity of about a million
gallons and it will be filling Auring the hours
of night. A bore has been placed at Oshorne
Park where at a depth of about 700 feet we
have secured a supply equal to three-quarters
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of u million gallons per day. The guality of
the water s reported to be equal to that at
Mundaring. Having previously made provi.
sion to carcy this bore to a depth of about
1,700 feet, L have decided to nse the balanec
of the funds to put down a second bore in
the wvicinity, where the cngineers are of
cpinion we shall at a shaillow depth strike
another nrtesian basin,  If we can get a
valuable supply in that way, we shall be able
to ndd to the available suppliea this summer
from 1% million to 1!% million gallons
per day. In  conmection with the new
hore, we are now laying down machinery
for pumping the water to the main, through
which it ¢an be distributed to the city., We
already had the pumps required, so we had
only to purchase a boiler, in addition to which
there iy the money necessary for the estab-
lishing of the plant, The Engineer-in-Chiet
aml Mr, Lawson have gone into the matter,
aml these two gentlemen have given me the
information which 1 have placed hefore the
Connnittee.  Fyery effort will he made to
reider the unavoidable restrictions on the use
of water as little irksome as possible. It has
been suggested that we should alter the hours
set apart last summer for the use of water.
That question i3 recciving eonsideration.
Every cffort will be made to suwit the con-
venience of those who pay for the water. [t
must be clearly recognised that water for
demestic purposes shall take precedence over
water for lawns and gardens, The supply
of water for domestic purposes and human
necessity muost have first consideration. Re-
garding the inereased charges, we are at the
limit with regard to storm water and sew-
erage rates, and we are at the limit with re-
gard to the rate for water. It wasg 104, and
we raised it to 1s. We have had to meet the
increased expenditure which has followed the
development of the city and the laying on of
nnmerous services. 'We have guite a number
of applications for the laying down of small
maina to supply n few houses, and it is eon-
gidered o right poliey that a certain iucome
should be shown. In some instonces, where
we had faith that the growth of a district
would be large, we have proceeded somewhat
in advance of immedinte requirements in
laying down the mains, The wageg alone for
employees in the metropolitan area are very
much higher than they were a year ago. We
recently added 2s3. 44. a day te their pay,
and when members think of the great num-
ber of men employed, they will realise that
this inerease makes a big (ifference. In the
previous year we raised their wapes from
93, 74, to 12y, a day, and now they have gone
up to 14s, . If these wages demands have
to bhe met, a8 undoubtedly they have, the
mouey can only be made good by drawing
upon those who bencfit as the result of the
labour which these men provide, It ia shown
that, at the time we compiled our Estimates,
we were aware of the prohability of a further

advance heing granted to these employees, .

but we were unable to make allowance for it
in our Estinates, becaunse we had no dntn
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npon which to go. So long ag the wages bills
grow, our ecxpenses must naturally grow.
When the wages bills will cease to grow,
gooduess only knows. L am of opinion that
the labourer who is to-day receiving l4s. 4d.
is not so well off as was the labourer years
ago on 8s. a dny. Of course we cannot re- -
vert to the conditions that obtained when the
wages ruling were 8s. a day. Weé have to
consider the wages pnid in relation to the
eost of living for a man and his family. We
all know that the purchasing power ¢f the
sovereign is nothing like so great as it was a
fow years ago, and if we have to increase
wages to keep pace with these disahilities,
those who have the benefits of the water and
sowerage gehemes mnst pay. I have not the
slightest doubt that the Government who are
in power next session will have to seek auth-
ority to rnise the rating in the eity of Perth
and its auburbs.

Mr. Smith: When will you complete the
nietropolitan sewerage system?

IMe. Mumsie took the Chair.]

Hon T. COLLIER: T move—
That progress be reported.
The Minister for Mines: We ought to get
through these Estimates,
Hon, P. Collier: Tf we had received rea-
sonalle civility, we would have got through.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 5
Noes 14
Majority against 9
AYES.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Collier Mr. Smith
Mr. Troy {Teller.)
Nous,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Hickmalit
Mr, Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Draper Mr. Plckering
Mr. Duft Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Faley Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr., Harrison Mr, Hardwick
(Troller.}

Motion thug negatived.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I regret that at this
late hour we are forced to continue the dis-
cussion of the Estimates for this depart-
ment. I was anxjous that progress should
be reported in order to afford metropolitan
membera, who are 8o vitally concerned in
the water supply of the city, an oppor-
tunity to be present and to take part in the
discussion. With the exception of the mem-
ber for North Perth, no memher represent-
ing a metropolitan constituency is present.

Mr. 8mith: The Attorney General and the
member for East Perth are here.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not surprised at
the absence of members, because the latenoss
of the hour is a reasonable explanation of
their absence. If it is not considered to be
out of order, I would remind the Minister
that ever sinee the scssion opened, I have
assisted the Government to push on with the
business. I have met the Premier on every
possible oeension by sitting late or other-
wise as oceasion demanded, and generally 1
have worked in harmony with him to assist
te got through the business of the
session as expeditionsly as possible. It
during the absence of the Premier we are
not to be allowed to adjourn at the usual
hour, and business is to be bludgeoned
through, I shall have to reconsider my atti-
tude. If there is going to be a trial of en-
duranee I can promise the DMimigter for
Works that he will not make so much pro-
gress next week or the week after as has
been done hitherto. We are not going to be
bludgeoned into sitting here at all hours,

The Minister for Works: Why should
there be any necessity to threaten9

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is mot a threat.
If T am not to.receive any consideration on
the rare occasions when I ask for it I am
not going to be so indulgent as to assist the
Government every night to put their busi-
ness through. I hope we shall now be able
exhaustively to examine the position of the
water supply before we adjourn, and pos-
gibly later in the sitting metropolitan mem-
bers will have tesumed their seats and will
be able to join in the debate. Unfortu-
nately, we have not yet received the report
of the Water Supply Department. It is true
a type-written copy was laid on the Table.

The Minister for Works: This is all T
have on the subjeet. It has been on the
Table for a week,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall be glad to
have the vuse of the Minister’s copy, but as
it is rather difficult to grasp the contents of
such a document while one is making a
speech I shall have to postpone the mattier
for the time being and peruse the report
more at my leisure,

Progress reported.

BILL—NURSES REGISTRATION.

Received from the Council and read a
first time. ‘

House adjouwrned at 11.47 p.m.

1607

Degislative Council,

Tuesday, 16th November, 1270,

Questions: Mining, Election of Workmen's In

apestors .. - 1607
Great Western railway, numbered Seats 1608
Leave of Absence .. 1008
Bills: City of Perth Xndowment Lands, Com. ... 1608
FPublic Service Appeal Board, Assewbly's
WESBAZE ... . e e aw L1821
Guardianship of Infonts, 2r. Com. .. 1621
Motions : Returned Soldiers nnd railway prsses ... 1621
Federal Constitution, Cenvention ... 16823

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, UBLECTION OF
WORKMEN'S TNRPECTONS.

Hon, . 1. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, {a) Do the regulations
framed onder the Mives TRegulation Act
Amendment Aet, 1913, setting out the method
of eleetion of workmen's inspectors provide
that a voter, when exercising a vote, shall
record a full preference for the whole of
the camlidates shown on the ballot paper?
(b) 1f not, what are the rensons for depart-
ing from the statutory mecthoil of voting at
a Parliamentary clection? 2, Who framed the
poster  rvelating to the recent eleetion of
workmen s inspeetors in the Kalpoorlie and
Bounlder distriets, whiel states, inter alia:
‘*The voter shall mark the papers by putting
the nmmbers 1, 2, and 3, and so on, opposite
the names of the candidates in the order
of preference,’’ and ‘‘Voters may vote for
any number of the names on the paper pro-
vided they are marked in the order of pre-
ferenee’? 3, Is the Minister aware that
the application of the worda "“shall’’ and
““may’’ on the poster caused much eon-
Fusion amongst voters as to whether or not
it was neeessary to cxereise n full preference
in respect of all camlidates whose names
appeared on the ballot paper? 4, Is the
Minister aware that instructions were given
to deputy rcturning officers that unless a
voter cxercised a full preference his ballot
paper would be declared informal, and that
such instruetions were promulgated amongst
voters? &, Ia the Minister aware that (a)
the two retiring inspectors—who were hoth
candidates—and their  supporters actively
canvassed voterz and advised that it was not
necessary to'cxercise a full preference vote,
and that (b) the rcturning officer disallowed
no ballot paper by rteason merely that the
voter had failed to exereise n full preference?
6, By what system or process of counting did
the returning oflicer ascortninn the result of
the ballot? 7, Will the Minister lay upon
the Table of the Hounse all papers and count-
ing sheets used by the returning officer which
record the distributions of all formal first
preference votes, and which record the wvari-
ous transfers of the remaining preferences?



